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ABSTRACT

A Comparative and analytic Study of Piano Methods

for Beginners made in South Korea

Yeon Ji, Park

Department of Music
Instrumental Music Major
Graduate school of

Sungshin University

“Music is such a one part of our lives, a social communication tool
and, by extension, art increasing the value of human.” Music education
1s considered as whole-person education, a piano is chosen as the first
choice. We can make melodies and harmonies with a piano, a beautiful
instrument, it can be encompassed with all the music and it is most
popular and most accessible. For beginners, piano education helps them
stimulate their brains, makes using their bodies properly and develops
their sensibilities and artistic values. But it's so hard to study a piano
single-handed so the beginners need help from teachers. If professional
piano teacher choose the right teaching materials, it can maximize

learning effects and affect more effective instruction for students.



The purpose of this study is to help the choices of textbooks for piano
teachers by looking for characteristics of lots of beginning textbooks
compared and analyzed. We selected ‘Sacbaqwi(meaning: Three wheel)
prime new Beyer of Isinbook, ‘“Point Beyer of Samho Music,
‘Dongeurami(meaning: Circle) Beyer of FEumaksekye, ‘Beyer Haneul
Jajeongeo(meaning: Flying bike) of Sekwang Music, ‘Juhee Nam'’s
exciting Beyer’ of Sekwang Data Tech, ‘I love Beyer of Taerim
publishing company and they are independently made in South Korea.
We divided sets of technique, tune, tonality, meter, phonetic value,
modifiers and directives, and arranged strengths, weaknesses and
characteristics that the beginners have to learn in the first and second
year of courses. Analysis showed that ‘Saebagwi prime new Beyer is
commented on most frequently and the comments help the students
study techniques and basic theories. But there are too many songs each
book and the level of difficulty rapidly increased so it could put the
pressure on students. Like its name, ‘Point Beyer helps performance of
students with the comments named ‘points’, but the book has a low level
of difficulty comparing with other books. ‘Dongeurami Beyer is
substantial when the students take the beginner's course but the
difficulty level of etudes is so high and there are a lot of songs. ‘Beyer
Haneul Jajeongeo’ has lots of illustrations and drawings that attract the
young students’ interests and helps the students learn theories and
accompaniments with a supplement but students can be slow in learning
because of so many songs. ‘Juhee Nam’'s exciting Beyer has various

repertoires that the young beginners are interested by the book but if



they don’t check carefully, they can’t study basic theories because it has
theories with the name and lyrics of etudes without comments. ‘I love
Beyer’ is interest to the students with pedal, glissando, use of a wide
range, clapping, singing and so on. But it can be a burden for students
because it has a lot of basic theories so early.

Each book has the right content that students have to study in the
beginner courses and they have each characteristic so the teachers have

to choose the books with their learning goals.
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