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ABSTRACT

A Comparative Study of Orchestra score and Piano
arrangement of Puccini's Opera La Boheme
- focused on 1st Act. -

Kim, Ji Won
Department of Collaborative Piano
The Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

This paper compared orchestra and piano arrangement with the first
act of opera La Boheme of Giacomo Puccini (1858-1924). Puccini
succeeded Verdi as an opera composer representing Italy and composed a
total of 12 operas.

La Boheme is a four—act opera composed based on the novel "Life
Landscape of Bohemian,” written by French author Henry Murger
(1822-1861). It is a typical Verizmo opera featuring poor artists and
ordinary lives with friendship and love. Puccini extended lyrical melodies,
flexibly used motifs and combined with colorful and varied orchestral
colors. Each character set up a light motif that showed each character’s

personality and developed the play.
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Puccini described various elements in music and expressed them in
various acoustics of the orchestra. There are differences in the process of
expressing the colors of these orchestras on the piano for a variety of
reasons

While listening to the music, I compared it to the general news of the
orchestra, focusing on the parts not included in the piano score. Studying
the different parts, I grasped the piano composer’s intentions. Although
there must be physical limitations of the performer in arranging the
orchestra to the piano, the orchestra was transformed in various ways
for the composer to perform as close to his intention as possible.

Scene I compared the four small parcels of Marcelo and Rodolfo in the
attic, and scene II compared the five small parcels with the colline
coming into the cold. Scene III compares four scenes with Shonar and
Happy Christmas Eve, scene IV compares five scenes with Benouia cast
out, and scene V compares four scenes with Mimi and Rodolfo in love. I
grasp the intention of the piano arranger.

When playing the orchestra on the piano, there are many limitations,
but based on the analysis, I found that it helped me play by arranging
various methods to perform as close as possible to the original intention.

First, if there were physical limitations of the performer or there were
no significant differences in sound, the musical instruments or notes were
omitted and part that effectively showed the flow of the play was saved.
Second, dynamic was modified to change the playing sound or rhythm
for sound effects or to indicate a change in the composition of the

instrument. Thirdly, to express a wide range of musical instruments or
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instruments with a distinctive sound, we added an arpeggio to help us
play. This proved to be very effective for musicians accompanied by

orchestras in mind.
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