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ABSTRACT

A Study on stage make-up image by the expressionism
painting application method

- focused on Korean creation opera ‘wedding’ -

JEONG, Hye Sook
Make-up and Special effect make-up Major
The Graduate School of Convergence Design and Arts

Sungshin Women’s University

Cultural industry is in the spotlight as the initiative for the future industry
and also the importance of cultural industry has been amplified as the
engines of other industries. Performing arts are considered a core part in
the cultural arts which lead the fame of new Korean wave and the stage
makeup in the cultural arts affect the performing culture as the artistic field
which has been diversified by the expressive techniques.

As a part of stage performances ‘Opera’ is an insufficient to deliver the
communication ability due to its own characteristic of developing the story
by songs mainly. Thereof it is very important to set-up the exact stage of
the state of affairs and to deliver the characters’ personalities effectively.
The stage make-up takes the main role of it.

This thesis analyzed the stage make-up for the Korean creation opera
‘Wedding’ and attempted Korean stage make-up design by presenting new

outlook and direction for ingenious unique design based on expressionism.



In the expression of color in this opera, the harmony of color to represent
psychology was used to enhance drawing the attention and for symbolic
expressions. Also, this opera took masks as the medium to draw imagery of
unifying the internal and external aspect which are coexistence in human
being and took formative arts with strings.

The strings used in the opera were colored to express characters’ internal
desires through the changes of twisting strings. The expressive imagery
masks and flat application work were visualized the characters’ personalities
which were delivering the opera.

The content and method of this study are as follows; analyzed the concept
of stage make-up and the plan of make-up design through the examination
of the expressionism painting method and the theoretical consideration of
the domestic and foreign reference books and precedent papers.

Through the analysis of the work of actual opera ‘Wedding’ which was
played in October 2006 for the first and review the stage make-up design
which was applied on the wooden puppets which was a motif of the
expressive method for the main characters’ stage make-up was described
and produced. The produced work made a plan and to create new
characters and story by wusing the Photoshop which maximized the
expressive method based with the studying data.

The content of the work is as below;

Minister Kim is a man of high integrity and diligent. In this work,
straight blue string which was offered horizontal direction twisting to
represent his fidelity scholar image and takes imagery of lion and
background of oceans to maximize his internal emotion.

Meong Jinsa (person who only passed the first examination for officer) is



a character of avarice and power-oriented person. In order to draw the
image of his character, twisting black and red strings without certain
direction but presented on the whole face to give strong charisma and to
draw imagery of even more emotional status by adding the researcher’s
subjective interpretation.

Seohyang’s inner beauty is represented by the red string which draws
imagery of flowers. The different figures are freely harmonized to express
her ego rhythmically.

Mongwan’s wealthy, irresolute, cheerful image is expressed by yellow
strings which twisted rhythmically as well as optimizing his optimistic
appearance harmonized with ridiculous shape and facial expressions which
are inserted for background.

Seodong has upright and unobtrusive image which is expressed with
brown strings that twisted on the forehead to represent the person who
dreams utopia. This work is described the character who does not settle for
the lower class but gives a meaning of his being to overcome the present.

Ebbeune has plenty of affection and vivacious image which was portrayed
with red strings of changing of different twists on the whole face. The
eager desire of love was expressed with emphasis on lines and shape of
flowers.

This study proposed a creative stage make-up design through different
design elements which applied by the motif of expressionism painting
method presented on wooden puppets in the opera ‘Wedding’ and utilized
artistic formativeness. This thesis has a meaning of progressive
development of stage make-up design to extend wider field of art form not

limited in the partial field of performing arts.
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