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ABSTRACT

Art Education Plan to Nurture Postmodernism and Multiculturalism

Choi Younghee
Art Education

Graduate School of Education in Sungshin Women’s University

Today our society 1is greatly influenced by postmodernism. This
movement began in the late 20th century with its emphasis on globalization
and diversification. It brought about changes to our politics, economy,
society and culture. In order to accept and modify these changes quickly
and wisely it is very important for us to deepen our understanding, ideas
and views about other cultures. Since we Koreans have a strong mindset
wherein we are descendents of Dangun, making us one race, we often fall
into a blind nationalism. Today, however, we are more exposed to diverse
cultures. We need to have a objective sense of sovereignty and critical
thinking in this society and take a broad view of those cultures through

diverse viewpoints.

Multicultural education is rapidly spreading in Korean society but in real

life people lack an understanding of different cultures. They often



mistakenly believe multicultural education 1s the study of racial
discrimination. In art education the reality is that teaching multiculturalism
1s focused on looking at artworks from other cultures, developing artistic
techniques or nurturing creativity. However, we need to cultivate the ability
to recognize other -cultures and understand their -characteristics. Our
pedagogy needs to adapt; to teach students how not to be a slave of fixed
ideas and prejudices and how to equip themselves with an unbiased
viewpoint and way of thinking.

In order for us to understand the characteristics of postmodernism and
the art that influenced multiculturalism and became its theoretical
background, this study will investigate its characteristics through a few
representative art forms of postmodernism. Then it will delve into the
concept of multiculturalism education, emphasizing the importance of
multicultural art education. In addition, it will combine the necessity of
multicultural education and the contents of current textbooks to support
multicultural art education, and will suggest a learner-oriented teaching
plan. This teaching plan may not be complete, but students will be able to
play a leading role in the class and have a sense of responsibility for their
own learning. While directly participating in the class students can learn
about other people and face their own prejudices. This teaching plan will
find its meaning wherein students will have an opportunity to respect each
other’s differences and learn from them by understanding and recognizing

other people’s cultures and ideas.
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