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ABSTRACT

The effect of activities for peace education on conflict

resolution and emotional regulation of young children.

Kim, Hyo-Jang
Dept. of Early Childhood education

The graduate school of Sungshin Women’s University

The purpose of this study is to investigate the effects of activities for
peace education on conflict resolution and emotional regulation of young
children.

The research questions that drove this investigation were as follows:

1. What do the peace education activities have an effect on young

children’s emotional regulation?

2. What do the peace education activities an effect on young children’s

conflict resolution?

3. What about the young children’s response according to the

suggested method of conflict resolution?

The subjects of this study are 45 young children aged five(24 from G

pre-school located in N-gu, Seoul for the experimental group and 21



from M pre-school in the same region for the controlled group). The
research procedure was composed of pre-test, experiments and post-test.
The experiments with peace education were applied to the experimental
group. The experiment was conducted once a week for the total 12
sessions. On the contrary, the ordinary program without peace education
1s applied to the controlled group. All of the daily routines of the 2

groups were same except the activities for the peace education.

For measuring young children’s emotional regulation ability, the
standard for rating for the teacher, which is the result of what Cho
In-young(2007) revised and changed the Emotional Intelligence Standard
by Goleman(1995), Saarni(1990), and Salovey and Mayer(1990), was used
for the pre- and post-examinations. And to measure young children’s
conflict resolution ability, "The Conflict Scenario Written Measure”, the
tool Chang Yu-young(2005) translated, developed by Johnson, Johnson &
Dudley(1994) was used for the pre- and post-examinations. Additionally,
field notes, transcription of data, and pictures were used to analyze
yvoung children’s response patterns resulting from suggestions for conflict

resolution.

The collected data were analyzed using the SPSS 12.0 program. The
average and the standard deviation of pre- and post-examinations were
calculated. And to examine the differences of measured figures between
the experimental group and the controlled group, ANCOVA was taken.
And to figure out the change of young children’s response resulting

from suggestions for conflict resolution, the collected data through



qualitative research methods were analyzed and classified.

The results of this study are summarized as follows;

First, in statistics there are significant difference in measuring of
young children’s emotional regulation after carrying out the peace
education activities. In other words, the experimental group under the
peace education activities 1s superior to the controlled group in
improvement of young children’s emotional regulation.

Second, after carrying out the peace education activities, it shows that
the experimental group scored higher level in the conflict scenario
measure. But in statistics there is no significant difference in measuring
of young children’s conflict resolution.

Third, there were some changes of young children’s response resulting
from suggestions for conflict resolution. In other words, when the
teacher asked "What would you like to do, if you were O O O (the child
having a conflict with you) in this situation, young children suggested
conflict resolution like as 'command or request(to stop)’, 'tell the
teacher’, and ’'positive avoidance’. These patterns of response are very
similar in both early and late sessions. On the contrary, when the
teacher asked "What would you like to do, if both you and OOO
could be satisfied?”, there are significant changes. That 1is, in early
sessions, few children proposed alternatives. Most of the children just
imitated conflict resolutions other children’s had suggested, confused
with the concept of concession, or made no response. But, as time goes
by, in late sessions, they became to be aware of 'the concept of conflict

resolution to make both satisfied’, did not confused with the concept of



concession, and suggested diverse methods of ‘'alternatives and

negotiation’.

To sum up, peace education activities have positive effects of young

children’s emotional regulation and conflict resolution.
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