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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Development of Chinoiserie Design Using the
Fashion Hybrid Elements

FAN XJIAO CHAN
Department of Clothing
The Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’s University

With the current trends in globalization, the cultures of nations and
ethnic groups influence one another through the global exchange process.
These cultural interactions enhance the understanding and acceptance of
multiculturalism, leading to cultural hybridization. During the Rococo era in
Europe, a specific cultural trend called Chinoiserie emerged, influencing
various fields such as art, furniture, painting, and fashion. Recent keyword
analyses of Chinese shopping platforms have shown that Chinoiserie
fashion has continuously garnered consumer interest from 2020 through the
present.

This study analyzes the formative characteristics of Chinoiserie designs
that have appeared in contemporary collections, focusing on five
perspectives--past and present, present and future, East and West,

mainstream and subculture, and upper and lower classes--from the



viewpoint of hybrid fashion elements. Through this analysis, the research
investigates how Chinoiserie, which originated in Europe, incorporated
elements of traditional Chinese culture, how these elements were
reinterpreted, and what new cultural meanings were attributed to
Chinoiserie designs during their development as hybrid fashion. Additionally,
the study aims to develop Chinoiserie designs based on the results of
analyzing hybrid fashion elements.

The study employed methods including literature review, case study
analysis, and design development. First, the literature review explored
applicable aspects of hybrid theory in fashion and examined previous
studies on Qing Dynasty attire, Chinoiserie design, and hybrid fashion
elements as theoretical backgrounds. Second, as the emergence of
Chinoiserie corresponds with the Qing Dynasty in China, the study
compiled formative characteristics of Qing Dynasty attire through previous
studies and performed a statistical analysis of Chinoiserie design cases
from contemporary collections. Based on the earlier studies, the criteria for
the analysis were classified into four categories: form, color, pattern, and
material. Third, Chinoiserie design was examined from a hybrid perspective
by combining findings from earlier analyses with hybrid fashion elements.
Fourth, the study established a foundation for Chinoiserie design
development based on the case study results and proceeded with design
production.

The key findings of this study are as follows:

First, Chinoiserie originated in FEurope between the 17th and 18th

centuries, driven by Europeans’ profound interest in Chinese art and



culture. Qing Dynasty attire, as a critical component of Chinese traditional
culture, was reinterpreted and recreated by European artists and designers.
The Chinoiserie designs, incorporating Chinese elements, reflected cultural
and regional exchanges and enrichments. They not only enhanced
European design styles but also offered new pathways for the global
dissemination of Chinese traditional culture, promoting the development of
art and culture.

Second, the statistical analysis of Chinoiserie designs in contemporary
collections summarized how Qing Dynasty attire was utilized. A total of 332
designer works were analyzed. Among the form-related elements, details
such as knot buttons, diagonal collars, slits, and Chinese collars appeared
most frequently, often used simultaneously in modern Chinoiserie-inspired
qipao designs. In terms of color, Chinoiserie designs were inclined to use
colors as decorative elements to enhance layering or visual effects rather
than applying them extensively. Commonly used patterns included plant,
animal, and auspicious motifs symbolizing peace, happiness, and prosperity.
Materials were predominantly silk and satin, but modern Chinoiserie designs
demonstrated a departure from single-material usage, increasingly
incorporating combinations of two or more materials for enhanced
functionality and modern appeal. The integration of patterns and materials
was achieved through embroidery, printing, or weaving.

Third, the continuous innovation of Chinoiserie-inspired designs indicates
their high acceptance and influence in the global market. The analysis
revealed that Chinoiserie design elements and forms embody the

characteristics of hybrid fashion. Hybrid fashion elements can be



categorized into past and present, present and future, East and West,
mainstream and subculture, and upper and lower classes. From the past
and present perspective, traditional Chinese silhouettes were reinterpreted
using modern techniques, adding an urban aesthetic by emphasizing
elements such as the female waistline. By combining traditional Chinese
patterns with modern elements, cultural symbolism was highlighted,
showcasing the hybrid fashion aesthetic. From the present and future
perspective, Chinoiserie designs incorporated traditional attire while
transcending conventional understandings of human body curves, adding
three-dimensionality and futuristic appeal.

The balance between tradition and innovation is vital in Chinoiserie
design. From the East and West perspective, combining Chinese and
Western elements and merging Western craftsmanship with traditional
Chinese techniques created a distinctive global style. From the mainstream
and subculture perspective, mainstream fashion brands increasingly
incorporate ethnic and iconic elements into their designs, accentuating the
appeal of Eastern aesthetics through features such as ethnic embroidery.
From the upper and lower classes’ perspective, Chinoiserie designs
integrate tradition and modernity to create garments that blend
functionality with fashion, enriching casual wear with deeper meanings.
Fourth, based on case analysis findings, practical hybrid fashion elements
related to Chinoiserie design—such as form, color, pattern, and material—
were applied to establish Chinoiserie design concepts and production. CLO
3D simulations were employed to validate these design concepts, enabling

the exploration of specific design processes. Hybrid fashion development



was conducted across the five dimensions mentioned above, with detailed
discussions on design development.

The significance of this study lies in its expansion of the application
scope of hybrid fashion elements in the fashion industry. By providing a
core framework for case analysis and design development, the research
introduces new ideas for Chinoiserie design. This fusion goes beyond mere
imitation of traditional attire, incorporating an understanding and
reinterpretation of Chinese culture, art, and history. Although this study
was based on Qing Dynasty attire, future studies could extend the scope to
explore how elements of attire from other Chinese dynasties are
preserved, influenced, and integrated into modern Chinoiserie designs in
contemporary collections. Such investigations could further advance the
understanding of Chinoiserie from hybrid fashion perspectives and align

with emerging research trends.
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