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ABSTRACT

Bada Shanren Life and Art

Sung Shin Women's University Gradnate School

Depatment of Oriental Painting
yoo-yaun Chang

This study was aimed to help people have a better understanding of
the life and art of Bada Shanren (\VKIHIAD 1626~1705), by
investigating deeply how much the environmental factors or the
conditions of thought influenced his life and works of art.

In order to understand his art, it would be necessary to be aware of
how the specific environmental factors surrounding him (that is, the
historical situations or thought background that he faced during the
transitional period from the Ming Dynasty to the Qing Dynasty when he
was one of the descendents of the royal family from the former)

affected the process of forming his art.

As a descendent of the royal family from Ming Dynasty, Bada Shanren
lived from the end of the Ming Dynasty to the beginning of the Qing
Dynasty and went through a tumultuous period. After the collapse of
the Ming Dynasty, he was known to become a Buddhist monk in 1648
and underwent such a mental chaos due to the collapse of his country
and the death of his father. After returning to secular life, he was
known to attach the letter signifying 'a mute (i)' to his body and not
to say a word while doing absurd conducts. It has been said that he

lived such a dramatic life. His poems, behaviors while drunk, writings



and paintings were both a representation of the agony he faced and an
exit, in which he could reveal all of his resentment. Therefore, his
behaviors and expression methods for art were absolutely different

from others.

The reason that Bada Shanren was regarded as one of the most
distinct painters in the history of Chinese painting was that he
established a unique style of painting in bird & flower painting. His
bird & flower painting followed the simplified painting style (focusing
on the content or spirituality of an object rather than its form) from
the preceding period; however, he had a tremendous impact on various
later painters in Chinese painting circles by setting up an innovative
style of painting unprecedented in terms of form or composition.

Bada Shanren's landscape painting was greatly influenced by Dong
Qichang (1555~1636) and Ni Tsan (1301~1374) and he followed the
example of various elements such as the methods of drawing trees
from his predecessors and combined them on his own, which was
directly influenced by Dong Qichang. As such, he was directly
influenced by Dong Qichang, whereas the meaning of painting such as
the simplified and desolate atmosphere felt in the painting style of

Bada Shanren was known to be influenced by Ni Tsan.

Bada Shanren's painting style has changed into various aspects in
accordance with the situations of Chinese painting circles in the
succeeding process of later painters, and such changes were made by
the thought of painting in many painters and the relationship with a
Buddhist priest after Bada Shanren, a variety of factors throughout the
society in general such as political, economic and cultural fields shown
in each period. Namely, in the circumstances where art became
commercialized and the consumers of paintings, merchants, and their
dual aesthetic view became the most determinant factor, School of

Yangzhou Painting truly succeeded the painting style of Bada Shanren



as a means to satisfy the eccentricity and fondness of literary men.

Bada Shanren's painting style has been developed into diverse aspects
by later painters' partly succeeding his compositions or forms or
transforming it into a unique painting style after adding a sense of
modernity. In particular, Bada Shanren's bird & flower painting was
new and striking unprecedented in his predecessors in terms of
compositions and forms and this element has greatly influenced both
early modern and modern painters who were Eight Eccentrics In
Yangzhou HM/ALE), Wu Changshuo (|EEMH) and Qi Baishi (Fr147).
The reason that Qi Baishi worshipped Bada Shanren was not that the
former wanted to follow the painting methods of the latter, but that the
former wanted to obtain the creative spirits of the latter. This was the
reason that elderly Qi Baishi said earnestly to his younger pupils as

below:

“C~BLER R R B AR
“~those who would like to learn from me will prosper as a painter, but those who

. .. , . . »
simply want to imitate me won't survive as a painter.

As such, Bada Shanren's creative spirits are deserved to be lauded
greatly and contemporary artists are worthy of taking a careful look at

them.

This study was aimed to look closely into Tiba (#i) shown in Bada
Shanren's works because he depicted his state of mind concerning his
life and his friendship as paintings and writings through Tiba.

The purpose of this study was to investigate and understand his
works and overall psychological state through Tiba with regards to the
eccentricity shown in his various works along with his life and thought
in specific historical background during the transitional period from the

end of Ming Dynasty to the beginning of Qing Dynasty.



Bada Shanren was one of the most prominent figures when discussing
the Chinese oriental paintings in the 17th century, and his works
exposing his eccentric life and unconventional and lofty spirits not only
greatly influenced his future generations, but also let us recognize his
keen sense of modernity. These made us believe how significant his
position has been in the history of Chinese painting.

His spirits that sublimed his ill-fated life into art definitely set an
example for us, the artists, today. Furthermore, his meticulous and
thorough canvas composition would be one of the elements that every
painter (focusing on the content or spirituality of an object rather than
its form in their painting) (%3%) should pursue and do an in-depth

researches on.

x Zfjatel- Bada Shanren (Chinese: /\KIIA; Wade-Giles: Pata Shanjen; literally
"Mountain Man of the Eight Greats", ca. 1626—1705)

# 73— #H S, (8)Dong Qichang ()Tung Ch'ich'ang

* o Z- (B4 Ni Tsan

* AHER - Tiba; T'i-pa

* P (FN/\EE, Eight Eccentrics in Yangzhou)

* Q24— Wu Changshuo

* AWA- Qi Baishi (simplified Chinese: 7¥Fi4i; traditional Chinese: 75F1{i; pinyin: Qi
Baishi, also Ch'i Pai-shih)
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