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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Current State of Party Planner Training

and a Plan for Its Improvement

Jung, Min Joo
Dept. Celebration Planning & Management Major
The graduate school of cultural industry

Sungshin Women's University

In the 21st century when diverse things to see and experience
as well as food become popular with the improved living
standard and more active leisure activities in soclety, the
'party —related industry' is also going through rapid growth and
transformation in this current of the times with the development
of diverse values and lifestyles.

The number of departments related to party planners and
events 1s on the increase as some colleges establish them to
meet the social demand, vocational schools are operating
relevant educational programs, and irregular educational

institutions, such as private educational institutions and private



schools, both big and small, for training party planners are
enjoying a large practice.

The purpose of this study is to categorize educational
institutions for training party planners into regular, irregular,
and overseas educational institutions, investigate the
educational state and curriculum of each institution, make a
comprehensive analysis of data about party planner training,
and provide basic data necessary to make educational
programs and improvement schemes to train party planners.
This study was based on the research in the actual state of
party planner training.

First, curricula for party planners differed by educational
institutions. Common curricula for training party planners were
categorized by themes; as a result, Party Planning, an
Introduction to Party Science, the Principles of Events, and
Party Marketing were categorized into common subjects.

Space direction marketing, party management and practice,
exhibition planning and display, planning and space direction,
promotion planning, convention banquet planning, banquet
practice, party planning and manufacturing, and party space
design were categorized into subjects related to party planning
and direction. Party planning presentation, portfolio
manufacturing, cultural planning and presentation, and social

media and public relations were categorized into subjects related



to proposal manufacturing and presentation and public relations.
The wunderstanding of culture, an introduction to food and
beverage, and party food and beverage styling were categorized
into subjects related to the introduction to food and beverage
and party menu planning.

Table—coordinating practice, catering practice, dessert—making
practice, cooking and wine, and food coordination and catering
were categorized into subjects related to catering and table
decoration, and party flower design into the subject related to
flower styling education. Besides, business communication was
categorized into the subject related to consultation and customer
management education, and service manners into the subject
related to service mind and manners education.

Second, a case study was conducted through in—depth interview
with two professionals who had been working in the field of
party for 10 years or more to evaluate completion of curricula
for training party planners and make suggestions; as a result,
they were found to be a food culture director, a party planner,
and a professor, respectively, and the need to train party
planners proved to be important though the results of the study
in three persons could hardly be interpreted in an expansive
way.

The effective instruction in training party planners as needed

for party planner training required field practice involving



theories and practical training. A desired educator suitable for
educational institutions related to party was found to be an
experienced practitioner with a master's degree or higher. As
for educational institutions suitable for party-—related education,
it was necessary to train them through diverse educational
institutions, such as the college course, the university course,
vocational schools, and life—long education institutions. Most of
all, field—practice programs were in great demand.

Third, necessary suggestions for the course of training party
planners included balance of curricula for theories, practical
training, and field practice, supply of systematic educational
materials, reinforcement of professional lecturers, proper
scheduling of education, efforts to make association with
relevant industrial fields through collaboration with practitioners
to assist employment following completion of training, diverse
types of education rather than restricted one, and efforts to
recognize importance of marketing and development of the party
industry.

Fourth, there were insignificant differences between curricula of
regular educational institutions and educational contents of
irregular ones. Since there are still few educational institutions
to cultivate and train professional party workforce, it 1is
necessary to establish systematic and professional official

educational institutions.



Since another problem is the lack of the field practice course
based on academic—industrial cooperation to help apply theories
to practice actually and cultivate adjustability, the demand for
this needs to be reflected in curricula.

It is highly necessary to establish official party planner's
licence and societies and associations with public trust in South
Korea.

To lay a foothold for those with ability required for party
practice, it is necessary to improve curricula and redefine
practical training through institutional support. Since
development of party planner education can not only promote
the party industry but also improve culture and art in South
Korean society, further in—depth continuous research requires

curricular development and institutional improvement.
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