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ABSTRACT

Specialized High School Department of Early Childhood
Education Student’s Major Satisfaction and Course

Consciousness

Yoo Mal-Eum

department of Education

major of Early Childhood Education
graduate school of education

Sungshin Woman'’s University

This study was performed in order to examine satisfaction with major
and career awareness of students of the department of early childhood
education in a specialized high school and make suggestions regarding

career guidance of the students. The research problems are as follows:

1. What is the level of satisfaction with major of students of the
department of early childhood education in a specialized high school?

2. How is the career awareness of students of the department of early
childhood education in a specialized high school?

3. What is the relation between satisfaction with major and career



awareness of students of the department of early childhood education in a
specialized high school?

In order to carry out the research problems, questionnaire was
distributed to and collected from 250 students of the department of early
childhood education in three specialized high schools in Seoul between
December 2012 and January 2013. The collected questionnaires were
analyzed by using SPSS 18.0.

The result of this study is as follows:

First, in terms of satisfaction with major of students of the department
of early childhood education in a specialized high school, students were
overall satisfied with the subjects they are learning and and with
educational environment. They also showed a high level of positive
expectation regarding their career related to early childhood education,
which indicates that they are positive about the prospective career.

Second, in terms of the career awareness of students of the department
of early childhood education in a specialized high school, the subjects
showed high scores in cognitive career awareness, which is related to their
interest and aptitude. This suggests that students are overall well-aware
of their interest and aptitude, and consider the two as factors in deciding
the career. Regarding career awareness, the practical career awareness,
which concerns effort for future career, showed a somewhat lower score
than other factors, which implies that the students are little prepared for
their career.

Third, in terms of the relation between career satisfaction and career



awareness of students of the department of early childhood education in a
specialized high school, satisfaction with subjects had somewhat highly
positive correlation with positive expectation in career awareness, which
suggests that students who are satisfied with professional subjects related
to early childhood education show positive attitude toward relevant career.
On the other hand, the grade showed negative correlation with satisfaction
with subjects and positive correlation with practical career awareness. This
suggests that, as more students choose a career that is not related to
early childhood education, the satisfaction with relevant subjects decreases,

and that higher grade students have improved practical career awareness..

The results show that effective career guidance and professional
education of students of the department of early childhood education in a
specialized high school require diverse career exploration and efforts related
to the field, and that more information should be provided for active
employment and further education even after graduation. Currently, there is
no nationally-recognized qualification given to students of the department
of early childhood education in a specialized high school after graduation,
and, therefore, there is difficulty with career decision for the students as
they need to take further education and obtain license to become a regular
kindergarten or nursing teacher. Therefore, constructive discussion 1is
needed regarding establishment of qualification criteria or re—education
program for students of the department of early childhood education in a

specialized high school to work in relevant fields.
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