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Lino cut, ethching, collage, 200x60cm, 2011
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A growing body I,

Lino cut, etching, collage, watercolor, 163x112cm, 2011
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A growing body II,

Lino cut, ethching, collage, watercolor, 163x112cm, 2011
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Something #10,
Lino cut, etching, collage, watercolor, 163x112cm, 2011
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Lino cut, collage, watercolor, collagraphy, 103x103cm, 2011
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<#ZEF10>
Something #4,
Lino cut, collagraphi, collge, 100x70cm, 2011
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ABSTRACT

Identity of the body recosidered by trauma

- Focused on my works -

Jeong Woo Ri
Department of Printmaking
Graduate School of

Sungshin women’s university Graduate school

Since Sigmund Freud the space of the discourse where the art and
trauma have been discussed countlessly has been created. However,
diverse views and the interpretation about the relations between the two
regions has not ceased. This phenomenon happens because in the works
of an artist the unintended world of the artist’'s unconsciousness is
reflected. Freud considered the sublimation of trauma as the advanced
treatment, and this means that repression of desires In unconsciousness
is expressed as art. Freud said about these people with the expression,
"An artist is the person who escaped from a space that has no exit.”
The causes of trauma are the events which occurs in the outside world
such as individual, society, and nation(the other, the World of the object).

If the incident occurs by the outside world, we treat our personal injury



(internal world) which we get hurt in our own way. Incident coming from
the outside world has the objective, systematic and rational system, but
personal (internal world) way of treatment follows thoroughly subjective,
irrational and emotional style. Thus, trauma appears in various forms for
each of the individual.

I came to suffer trauma due to physical external injury. Through this
the knowledge which 1 acquired before (all about knowing) had been
shaken and collapsed. For me the body before the trauma was close to
the body as the tool carrying out commands which the brain tells. The
body as a tool - body had no gender differences, but had only the goal
to perform the instructions, that is, the transparent colorless and odorless
existence. However, after the trauma my body didn’t follow the command
of the brain, but the body came to recognize itself as the body with the
perception and its own will - the subject. This change of the viewpoint
came to conflict and confront with the body-tool perspective before the
trauma. In other words, for me, the body changed from, odorless,
colorless, transparent body which is invisible and doesn’t show itself to
the opaque body with color and odor which is visible and show itself.
This phenomenon, recognizing the body as the subject of the perception,
causes division and confusion about the existing self-identity which I
learned and obtained already. My personal experience of identity
fragmentation, confusion is the keyword’s of the whole work and the part
which is covered with the most important depth in my paper.

As the above the first part is going to find the background of my



trauma’s occurring, the division and confusion of the identity by that, and
the cause of identity division and confusion.

I came to know that the cause is the conflict between the body-subject
and the body-society about the subjectivity of the philosophical "body’.
The theory of the philosophers Michel Foucault and Maurice
Merleau-Ponty has been presented as the basis of my view.

In the second part, as the representation of trauma results in the
compulsion to repeat, the adherence to the repetitive image and repeatedly
attaching behavior that occur in the works came to appear. Direct pain
from physical external injury has brought the change from the work to
destroy myself to the pain which the woman’s physical organs have in
the source of pain as time passed. That is, a multiplying circular image is
the image which endless repetition of to the pain like this will bring. My
life after trauma was the continuance of the anxiety. It came to have the
nature of hysteria that accompanied the specific neurotic repetitive pain of
the body. Due to neurotic symptoms of hysteria for me collage act as a
repetitive formative principle of tearing paper, attaching, re-attaching on it
is endlessly repeated.

As above, I am going out of trauma in my own way by repetitive
image and repeated action as a kind of hysterical symptoms, rather than
healing of trauma. Ultimately in the end of this there may be the healing
and overcoming. But I rather try to convert the division of identity,
confusion — the oppression of women and femininity from the subjective

and emotional way of an individual (internal world) to the objective and



rationalout side world and to create a space of discourse where questions

about this can be given, discussed, and debated than the healing.
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