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ABSTRACT

Modern Educational Significance of Toegye's Educational

Thought

Jang, Se-Keun
Dept. of Education
The Graduate School

Sungshin Women's University

This study focusing on the educational thought of Toegye who
had lived a practical life with self-discipline through scholastic
pursuit and “Kyeong’(self-possessed awareness) aims  at
contemplating his educational thought and interpreting it in modern
educational significance. In order to achieve this goal, this study is
unfolding four arguments in the following questions:

First, what are specific educational objectives, educational
methods and educators’ attitude that Toegye has pursued to realize
“Wee Ki Ji Hak”(the learning for the sake of oneself)?

Second, what is the modern educational meaning of the purpose
of education, caring education, teaching methods, teachers education
and lifelong education that Toegye has pursued as a process of
human education?

As we know through Toegye’s statement, ‘learning is to know it

by heart to put it in an actual practice, Toegye’s educational

- 243 -



methodology focuses on the meaning of practical attitude rather
than that of the logical idea or knowledge. That is, the feature of
Toegye's theory which says that the purpose of teaching or
learning 1s neither to earn fame nor honor but to begin studying
mere trifles in everyday life, to realize them by heart, and to carry
them into practice.

The purpose of Toegye's education is to train oneself as a
“Sonbi”’(a man of virtue) who endeavors to incline to a stage of
wise man by learning how to live like a saint. “In”(benevolence),
“Wee Ki Ji Hak,” and reflecting on himself make up the core of
Sonbi’s spirit.

Toegye’s main education methods that regarded practicing in
everyday life as important are as follows: First, under the process
of realizing Lib-Ji, one should earn “In” and accomplish “virtue” by
taking a determined attitude toward Ilearning; Second, practice
teaching methods that emphasizes the importance in individuality
and the learning order (e.g. one should start studying easy concept
in the beginning and gradually reach the secrets of learning in the
end), etc.

Toegye's educational thought can be contemplated in a modern
educational significance such as the purpose of education, caring
education, teaching methods, teacher’'s training and lifelong
education. Like other general Confucian scholars, Toegye has
classified the “learning” into two basic categories: “Wee Ki Ji Hak”

(Learning for the sake of oneself) and “Wee In Ji Hak”(Learning

- 244 -



for worldly fame). While he valued “Wee Ki Ji Hak” as a crucial
factor to accomplish one’s character and the essential value of
education, he regarded “Wee In Ji Hak” which put emphasis on the
state examination or success In society as a passive and subsidiary
issue. This piercingly reminds us that there is a ‘means and ends’
or ‘relative importance’ in learning in the past or even today.
Moreover, Toegye's “Jihaenghojinseol”(a  theory of mutual
dependence between the knowledge and practice) is not just a mere
negotiation of knowledge and practice but an aggressive negotiation
of thoughts, words, and behavior to accomplish ‘human completion’
with ‘the perfection of characters’. Thus, it has relations with
‘education for the whole man’. Since “Wee Ki Ji Hak” and
‘education for the whole man’ that Toegye has pursued suggestive
methods and idea of human education, these can complement the
limitation of modern education that neglects the importance of
moral education today.

Next, as it is observed in the relationship with others, there is
close correlation between the teaching and Ilearning ideology of
Toegye and education of caring. A consideration with emotion and
moral concepts which is being accompanied with the practice has
an inclination to reduce a sense of alienation and a mental conflict
which may develope among students. Such as generosity at home,
virtue as an educator, dialogue, improvement, practice and
confirmation are accentuating as a new alternative code of conducts

that can cope with risky situations in today’s school education in
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which extreme competition, opposition, and violence are being
disclosed.

Toegye has emphasized the practicve of “Lib-Ji”, the individual
instruction, and the gradual education as an educational methods.
“Lib-Ji” is ‘to cure usual force of habit, grasp moral sense, and
pursue a new life.” An Individual instruction is to teach a learner
to consider his own capacity, volition and interest and that there
should be no skipping in educational orders or hastiness in a
gradual education. These teachings of Toegye and learning methods
suggest determined learning goal to the people who purse a better
lifestyle, yet are confused about sense of values in life. Also, they
suggest that there is a hope in today’s fearful and competitive
education reality where people tend to put considerable weight on
earning good grades.

A learner must acquire an instructor’s help in order to establish
the relations between himself and others. Among Toegye's
educational thoughts the “identification” is an important element
with regards to making the good image of teachers. As Toegye's
“Kyo-Hak”(teaching and learning) has pursued morality over
cognitive aspects, students’ identification with teachers has greater
influence on Dbehavior virtuous. Toegye asserted that in a
relationship of teacher and student, a teacher should be strict
toward the student, and a student should respect the teacher and
thus perform his best respectfully. Toegye’s teaching and learning

ideology that puts considerable weight on good manners between a
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teacher and a student proposes many suggestive points In
establishing true relationship between them, and further assists
teachers to be given with authority and dignity when teaching.
Lastly, these tasks are not a course for a specific process like
today’s systematic education but rather a life-long comprehensive
process that needs to be continued on. Toegye has continued
devoting and confining himself in learning regardless of his age.
The attitude of Toegye in which sought out for the ultimate truth
has emphasized on the principle of a life-long education in respect
that one must concern about and pay attention to both, formal or
non-formal education that arises in everyday life as well as the

concept of formal or non-formal life-long education.

- 247 -



	Ⅰ. 緖論
	1. 問題意識과 觀點
	2. 退溪學의 硏究動向과 論文의 構成
	1) 退溪敎學의 硏究動向
	2) 論文의 構成과 硏究 方法


	Ⅱ.退溪 敎學思想의 哲學的 基礎
	1. 歷史的 背景과 生涯
	1) 歷史的인 背景
	2) 生涯

	2. 性理學的 基礎
	1) 理氣의 存在論
	2) 四七對待의 人性論
	3) 窮理·居敬의 方法論

	3. 生活哲學으로서의 '日常'工夫
	1) 日常과 道의 理解
	2) 心氣之患과 敬學의 日常化
	3) 空間으로서의 生活과 敎育
	4) 時間으로서의 平生과 敎育


	Ⅲ. 退溪 敎學思想의 本質
	1. 人間形成의 一般論理
	2. 退溪 敎學思想의 構造
	1) 立志爲本
	2) 敎育目的
	3) 敎育內容
	4) 敎育方法

	3. 敎育機關의 特徵
	1) 家庭敎育
	2) 書院敎育
	3) 鄕約敎育

	4. 敎育者像과 ‘日常’工夫

	Ⅳ. 退溪 敎學思想의 現代敎育的 示唆
	1. 敎育目的에 대한 考察
	1) 心得躬行의 爲己之學
	2) 全人敎育의 追求
	3) 現代敎育에 주는 示唆點

	2. 配慮敎育에 대한 論議
	1) 配慮敎育의 特徵
	2) 退溪思想과 配慮敎育
	3) 現代敎育에 주는 示唆點

	3. 敎育方法에 대한 論議
	1) 立志와 學習動機 誘發
	2) 個別學習
	3) 現代敎育에 주는 示唆點

	4. 敎師像에 대한 論議
	1) 敎育者의 役割
	2) 退溪의 師道
	3) 現代敎育에 주는 示唆點

	5. 平生敎育에 대한 論議
	1) 人間 發達과 平生敎育
	2) 退溪의 平生敎育
	3) 現代 敎育에 주는 示唆點


	Ⅴ. 結論
	1. 要約
	2. 結論
	3. 提言

	參考文獻
	ABSTRACT

