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ABSTRACT

Conversion 1in Paradigm of Unification
Education and Change of Contents related to
North Korea in Textbooks

- Based on the Territory of General Social Studies of

High School

Kim Young-A
Major in Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

This thesis aims to formulate the relationship of the conversion of
paradigm on unification education and the change of contents related
to unification education under the ultimate goal of presenting the
social studies textbooks to respond to the unification environment
with the improvement and supplement through the analysis of
contents related to North Korea in the textbooks on social studies.
Considering the complex characteristics in unification education, the
contents of unification education has to be analyzed in relations to
the larger frame of the environment and recognition, and considering

that the unification is one of the historic processes, reviewing the



change of contents in unification education has an important
implication.

The researcher considered the complex factors related to unification
education and classified the time of paradigm on unification education
as the time of anti—-communism, the time of security education and
the time of peaceful unification education by taking a look at the
process of change in unification education environment and unification
education policy, and analyzing the contents related to North Korea
within the textbooks on social studies. The major result outcome of
this thesis shall be as follows.

First, the time of anti-communism education (1948-1987) was the
period of the first process of education through the forth process of
education that the cold war system was solidified at first with the
detente in international stage. The South-North Korea relationship
was still at the formal level to make up the passive response to the
changes of external environment. In particular, with unification used
as the political means under the authoritarian regimes under Lee
Seung-man, Fark Jung-hee and Chun Doo-hwan that the unification
education policies had the confrontation and propaganda-oriented
rigidity. Therefore, the textbooks on social studies of this time
described North Korea as completely different being or deep
heterogeneity from us in all phases of political, economic, social and
cultural aspects that the result was the maximization of hostility and
deepening of heterogeneity.

Second, the security education period (1988-1997) was applicable for
the Roh Tae-woo regime and the Kim Young-sam administration
that it included the fifth and the sixth process of education
Internationally, it was the time of breaking away from the cold war

system with the collapse of Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union



while the practical diplomacy of the international politics became more
visualized. Domestically, the systematic democracy has some progress
with the South-North Korea relationship had progress in exchange in
the economic, social and cultural parts along with formulating the
basic agreement in political terms. Reflecting the flow of such
change, the efforts of objective in unification education policy shifted
from the balanced line of communication and confrontation. However,
the contents related to North Korea within the textbooks on social
studies was reduction or deletion of vast amount of criticism on the
North Korea society in general and the information on North Korea
was consciously provided with much of restriction. Therefore, the
characteristics of this period can be made as the textbooks that
aiding and abetting the heterogeneity of South-North Korea.

Third, the peaceful unification education period (1998-present) is the
time to present the ‘North Korea Embracement FPolicy’ under the Kim
Dae-jung regime and its successor Roh Moo-hyun regime that
includes the seventh process of education . This is the time that the
powerful US controls the world order that the North Korea-US
conflict from the nuclear issue has become another conflict within the
Korean Peninsula. Domestically, a significant progress has been made
in each sector of society but the economic difficulty after the IMF
Crisis has been the main factor for social instability. This is the time
for actively undertaking various discussions related to wunification
education that the efforts to undertake unification education has been
made in realistic and practical level rather than the unification
education under the compulsory and emotional level. In the textbooks
on social studies of the seventh process of education period, the
there were quantitative increase of information on North Korea as

well as opening up the possibilities to think on North Korea for



students by providing diverse North Korea related information by
breaking away from the previous description of value and attitude. A
great implication may be found by having the textbooks providing the
opportunity of interpretation and discretion for the students, not by
delivering the perception on North Korea directly, but through the
indices and basis provided. The textbooks on social studies has to
maintain to value neutral attitude on North Korea in a way of
supplementing the details in the direction with the basic contents of
politics, economy, social and cultural reality of the North Korean
society. In addition, by specifying the contents of education following
the goals of unification education in the process of education as
more sophisticated document, the consistency of the goal for
unification education and the contents following the objective has to
be obtained.
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