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ABSTRACT

Thomas Mann's Reflections of a Non—Political Man
vs. Oscar Wilde's 7he Picture of Dorian Gray:

Homosexuality and the Role of the Artist

Young Eun Byun
Department of English Language and Literature

Graduate School of Sungshin University

This paper examines how, in the late 19th century, Oscar Wilde
(1854—1900) and Thomas Mann (1875—1955) developed differing
opinions about the role of the artist during a period of heightened
social consciousness of homosexuality. This study analyzes the two
writers by comparing current criticism about the writers with how
they were evaluated in their respective contemporary periods.
Wilde, who served as a spokesman for aestheticism, also underwent
a series of trials for his homosexuality. Wilde's sole lengthy novel,
The Picture of Dorian Gray (1891), was not only criticized and
deemed immoral but the author was also imprisoned for criminal
actions.

Mann was inspired by aestheticism and the contemporary trend
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of decadence, and he studied the philosophy of Schopenhauer,
Nietzsche, and Wagner. However, after Mann realized how
aestheticism eventually led to a path to demoralization, he
approached the ideology with caution and moderation and struggled
to find a balance between the two extremes of social order and the
philosophy of aestheticism. With the posthumous publication of
Mann’ s diaries, modern readers today recognize Mann s personal
struggle to accept and deny his homosexuality. His conclusion that
homosexuality could be sublimated into an art serving humanity can
be derived from his early short stories and essay Keflections of a
Non—Political Man (1918).

Although Wilde's perspective of aestheticism and his infamous
trials sparked immense controversy, his outspoken lifestyle and
intense philosophy are currently being reevaluated by recent
scholarship. In contrast to Wilde's reevaluation, although Mann has
been hailed and seen as one of the most representative authors of
modern Germany, his reputation as a strict moralist is currently
being questioned for its justification. In a comparison of Wilde and
Mann, this paper attempts to shed light on a different kind of

evaluation that readdresses the two writers.

Key Words: Thomas Mann, Oscar Wilde, FKeflections of a
Nonpolitical Man, 7The Picture of Dorian Gray, aestheticism,

homosexuality, artist
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