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ABSTRACT

Study on Experiential Expression of Body through Gazes from Other
Beings
- focused on the work of the researcher—

Ham yu mi
Dept. of Oriental Painting
Graduate School of

Sungshin women's University

The moment we are born, our bodies experience lives until we breathe
our last.

Every experience in an individual's life, no matter how big or small it
is, it gets absorbed into one’s body and becomes one independent
human being.

The primitive communal society in which humans began their first labor
was a soclety that felt a sense of happiness for living with others in
harmony, and that was why, at that time, neither exploitation nor
repression existed. However, as they produced more, this community
was lost, and ranks were created which led them to a society controlled
by authorities.

Today, the modern society in which we are living is an age of
materialism with the dignity of a human being all deprived by the
development of machine and industry, and after all, those side effects
have put humans into the age of man’s isolation and alienation including
nihilism.

The researcher of this thesis has ways felt both sorry and happy for



people in this modern society who are surrounded by such social
climates mentioned on the above, and these people have drawn the
researcher’s attention all the time. These questions about what the true
happiness is and where we can actually find it were what convinced the
researcher of beginning to work on this piece.

In the modern society, you are placed into a competition against others,
and we live as comparing ourselves with other beings. How we look at
each other created a society of lookism, and in the end, this society
came to focus only on how one thinks about other’s looks as one loses
the identity.

Your not being able to feel how much happy you are has been absorbed
into your body because of this climate in the modern society to make
you compete against others, and it eventually makes you lose your
original purity as a human being.

This thesis aims to discuss what the true happiness is to those people
who are living an empty life as mentally feeling hollow about their lives
full of all those competitions in the society. The thesis uses a place
called ‘house’ and love of a family as well to study this true happiness
of people in the modern society.

‘House’ is a little but the very first society that humans face with in
their lives.

House is a place of serial meetings with other people, and it is
considered a place both completely private and convenient. It is a place
in which you can get hurt or damaged. As talking about how social
issues, such as depression, divorce and others, could be initiated by

family affairs, the researcher looks at the modern society through this



private space, house.

Proposing the theory by Merleau—Ponty who has argued that one gets
one’s body absorbed into the world through one’s personal experiences,
the researcher discussed how what we experience daily with families in
the ‘house’ as an infant and a little child would affect the society.
Lastly, the researcher looks into artists who have described experiential
expressions of bodies in their works and then, investigates images of
human beings that these artists created based upon what they had
experienced in their lives and social turbulences during their times. By
doing so, the researcher study if the researcher’s work has something

in common with what these artists came up with.
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