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ABSTRACT

A Diachronic Study of
Negative Conjecture Auxiliary Verb

’ X
maji

KIM, JI HYUN
Department of Japanese
Language and Literature
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

The negative conjecture auxiliary verb maji first appears as masiji in
the ancient ages literature, leading to maji in the medieval ages, and
differentiates into maji, majii, and mai in the middle ages. Later, in the
early modern ages, the influence of majii was weakened and maji was
mainly used for written language and in modern ages, it was settled as
mai, an unchanging auxiliary verb.

The process of maji’s transformation has been studied by many
scholars. However, these studies are often limited by period or by
conjugation, conjunction and meaning, so it was considered insufficient to
grasp the overall change. In addition, the appearance of maji's

conjugation and meaning is not unified for each of the side readings in



classic grammar education.

In this paper, we observed the changing patterns of maji by examining
the conjugation, conjunction and meaning of each era by dividing into
four ages: ancient, medieval, middle and early modern ages on what
circumstances changed maji, which has continued such longevity and
how the change leads to mas in the modern ages. Through this, the flow
of maji in the whole era was grasped and further, how to explain maji
in classic grammar education was proposed.

First, in the ancient ages, only masiji was used alone and the syllables
were abbreviated and changed to maji of the middle ages.

In terms of conjugation, in the ancient ages, only two conjugated types
appear; conjunctive form and conclusive form, in the medieval ages, maji
was used most stably and it has all types of applications. In the Middle
Ages, it became difficult to maintain the original form due to the
‘unification of the attributive-conclusive forms’ and it was divided into
three forms: maji, majii and mai and showed a pattern of concentration
on the conclusive form and attributive form. In the modern ages, mar is
mainly used in spoken language, maji i1s mainly used in written language
and majii is rarely used. In addition, it can be seen that the conclusive
form and attributive form did not appear, so that it has entered a phase
of decline.

In terms of conjunction, the masiji of the ancient ages connects to the
conclusive form of the verb and attributive form of the r-[row] irregular
verb. The medieval ages maji connects to the conclusive form of the

verb and r-[row] irregular verb and the attributive form of adjectives



and adjectival verbs. In the Middle Ages, the connection was also
influenced by the ‘unification of the attributive-conclusive forms’ and the
appearance of connecting to the imperfect form of the upper monograde
verb and the lower monograde verb appeared. In modern ages, the
confusion of the connection surface is intensifying and there are cases of
connecting to the unconventional type besides he upper monograde verb
and the lower monograde.

In terms of meaning, masiji in the ancient ages had only negative
presumption, but maji in the medieval ages was extended to five
meanings: negative conjecture, negative will, negative natural
(prohibited), impossible and inappropriate. However, in the Middle Ages,
it has been reduced to three meanings: negative conjecture, negative will
and negative natural (prohibited). In the modern ages, only three
meanings were used: negative conjecture, negative will and prohibited
due to the development of various auxiliary verb.

Next, in terms of classic grammar education, we came to the
conclusion that it is correct to explain that maji has five conjugated
forms, imperfect form ‘majiku-majikara’, conjunctive form
‘majiku-majikari’, conclusive form ‘maji’, attributive form
‘majiki-majikaru’, classical imperfective form ‘majikere’ and connects to
the conclusive form of the irregular verb, attributive form of r-[row]
irregular verb and has meanings;, negative conjecture, negative will,

negative natural (prohibited), impossible and inappropriate.
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