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Abstract

A Study on the Current Status and the Interests of Undergraduate

Music Major Students about the Classical Music Magazines

Hwang, Hyolin

Music Education Major
Department of Education

The Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’s University

The purpose of this study is to examine whether the selected
seven classical music magazines publish contents necessary and
appropriate for the students majoring in classical music and to
survey the thoughts of the majoring students towards the magazines
in order to seek the direction of development for the future.

In order to achieve these objectives, 18 branches of four
major bookstores in Seoul were visited and magazines currently in
circulation were examined ; then, seven classical music magazines
were selected and articles in March 2012 issues of the selected
magazines were categorized based on their contents for analysis. In
addition, the undergraduate students studying at music colleges
within Seoul were categorized based on five majors (the wind, vocal
music, composition, piano, and strings), and 325 of them were
randomly selected for a survey in order to examine their thoughts

towards the magazines. The results of this paper are as follows.



First, as of March 2012, total of 76 music magazines were
registered as periodicals with the Ministry of Culture and Tourism;
32 of them were being published monthly and eight of them were
classical music magazines. On the other hand, 18 music magazines
were actually being circulated in the bookstores, eight of which
were classical music magazines.

Second, length of the magazines are as follows in a
decreasing order : <The Piano> with 182 pages, <The Auditorium>
with 166 pages, <Music Journal> with 164 pages, <The Strad> with
164 pages, <Music Spring&Autumn> with 156 pages, <String&Bow>
with 142 pages, and <Flute&> with 124 pages. The difference
among the magazines in length was as many as 60 pages.

Third, when the articles were analyzed based on their
contents, the category with the most articles was performance news
category with 26.9 percent and the one with least articles was
Books & Readers’ Participation with 0.2 percent. The categories
were ranked in order of performance news > Interview >
advertisement > special in—depth > miscellaneous > performance
reviews > lesson in the magazine > trend > acquisition of
knowledge > column > Concerto Competition > Recordings > Music
Festivals > Admissions Information > Books&Readers’ Participation.

Fourth, when the surveys were analyzed, 151 students (46.3
%) majoring in music showed interest towards the classical music
magazines, however, per the necessity of the magazines, 78.9
percent of the students did not perceive the role of the magazines
in their self-development and music.

Fifth, there were 11 students who did not recognize the seven

selected classical music magazines, the magazines were most



familiar to the students in the following order : <Music Journal>,
<Music Spring&Autumn>, <The Piano>, <String&Bow>, <The
Auditorium>, <The Strad>, and <Flute&>.

Sixth, 266 students (81.8%) indicated that they are not
subscribed to a particular magazine, and out of 59 students with
subscription, 21 students were subscribed to <Music Journal>, the
magazine with the most subscription rate. 16 students had
subscriptions to one magazine, 34 students subscribed to two
magazines, 7 students to three magazines, and no students had
subscriptions to four or more magazines.

Hence, in order to develop themselves as periodicals that are
more essential, effective, and appropriate for the students majoring
in classical music, the classical music magazines must become more
specialized and diversified. Moreover, the magazines should seek
methods to increase subscription rates while improving themselves
as periodicals with mass appeal. To do so, the publishers of the
classical music magazines must include specialized articles that are
useful for and preferred by the undergraduate students majoring in
classical music as well as communicate with the students.

Meanwhile, the students are expected to utilize the classical
music magazines with interest and attentions in order to contribute

in the development of the music field.
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