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http://www.ekoreanews.co.kr/news/articleView.html?idxno=25459

ABSTRACT

An Analysis on Music Programs and Participant
Satisfaction Levels at the Community Centers

of Cheonan, South Chungcheong Province

Yea-rin Lee

Graduate School of Education
Music Education Major
Graduate School

Sungshin University

The purpose of this study is to suggest appropriate reform measures for
music programs as a part of lifelong education. This objective was reached
by investigating 16 different community centers and their respective music
programs in Cheonan, South Chungcheong Province.

A survey concerning participant satisfaction levels and future
requirements of current music programs were distributed to active
participants of the programs.

The idea and significance of lifelong education, as well as the concept
and function of community centers as a provider of lifelong education,
were utilized as the theoretical background of this study.

The concluding results of this study are as follows:



First, within the 17 districts located in Dongnam-gu, 7 music programs
were introduced, while within the 24 districts located in Seobuk-gu, 9
music programs were introduced. Although more music programs were
introduced in the community centers of Seobuk-gu, there was no
significant distinction between the two boroughs in terms of the number of
music programs relative to the population. Music programs were largely
distinguished into two categories: traditional Korean music and Western
music, with traditional Korean music programs being introduced more often
than Western music programs. Pungmulnori and Samulnori programs
composed the bigger part of Traditional Korean music programs, while
singing classes composed the highest proportion within Western music
programs, followed by acoustic guitar programs, guitar classes, ocarina
programs and monica programs.

Second, participants of the music programs in community centers were
found to be mainly women in their 50s and 60s, most of whom were
housewives. In addition, women in their 50s were more likely to participate
in educational programs provided in other educational institutions.

Third, “local proximity” was found to be the main motivation for selecting
a certain community center, followed by “inexpensive tuition”, implying
that accessibility and tuition fees were the chief concerns for choosing a
community center. When asked about the participants’ expectations for
engaging in community center activities, “self-development” was the
highest given response.

Fourth, singing classes were found to have the highest number of

participants, followed by Western musical instrument programs. “To enjoy



leisure activities” was found to be the main motivation for selecting a
certain music program, followed by “to further develop one’s interests in
music”. When asked about the usefulness of the music programs, more
than 95% of the respondents replied that they were helpful.

Fifth, regarding the ideal conditions for the music programs, two times a
week was viewed as the ideal number of classes, while 10,000 to 30,000
won per month was viewed as the ideal price. When asked about future
additional classes that the participants might be interested in, respondents
showed the highest preferences for chorus singing classes and musical
appreciation classes.

Sixth, when asked about the various difficulties related to receiving
musical education, the highest given response was “there is no significant
difficulty,” followed by “lack of classroom space”. As for methods to
promote active participation in music education programs, “developing
various programs,  “improving educational environments and class
materials,” “lowering tuition fees,” and “enhancing the qualification of the
teachers/instructors” were suggested as potential measures.

Finally, the author hopes that the results of this study can help the
invigoration of community centers, and also be further utilized as baseline
material for future development and growth of music programs as a part

of lifelong education.
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