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ABSTRACT

Art objection research of Kim, Jeong-hui

Lee, Eun-hyuk

Department of chinese Literature
Graduate School

Sungshin Women's University

Kim, Jeong—hui 1s one of the silhak scholars who led the
philosophy and arts of Joseon Dynasty in the 19th century. He was
born in 1786 and lived in the turbulent period of Korean history
until he died in 1856. Although he was once appointed to a high
official position, he became the victim of factional strife called
dangjaeng in the end and was exiled to Jeju—do and Bukcheong for
a long time. During his adolescence, he became Park, Jega's
student and learned knowledge and open—minded attitudes from
him. When he was 24years old, he accompanied his father Kim,
No-gyeong and other diplomatic officials to Qing China, and
experienced advanced culture and became friend with
Ongbanggang, Wanwon, and other lots of Chinese scholars. He

embraced the academics of the Qing Dynasty with rational and



open—-minded attitudes and then established his own academic and
artistic world. For his entire life, he made efforts to establish
Korea's cultural identity. He maintained Silsagusi(learning the truth
on the basis of facts) ideology and academic attitudes based on
historical investigation, and led the philosophy and arts of the late
Joseon dynasty. He also played a leading role in cultural exchange
between China and Korea.

This study analyzed Kim, Jeong—hui's theory of art. His theory of
art are divided into the theory of poetry, calligraphy, and painting.
Each theory is composed of the theory of Mungyeong which explains
a step by step learning method, and the theory of creation that
discusses creation techniques and the essence of art. The theory of
Mungyeong emphasizes following old things while the theory of
creation aims at creating new things.

Kim Jeong-hui's theory of art basically began with his
understanding of the academics of the Qing dynasty. He suggested
a logical argument "One should reach Du Fu's level in the Tang
Dynasty only after mastering Su Shi's poems in the song Dynasty,
as the way of learning poetry.

As for the way of learning calligraphy, he said "One should reach
the Qin Dynasty via the Tang Dynasty). This means that one
should practice the Qin Dynasty's elegant calligraphy after
studying the early Tang Dynasty's three most prominent

calligraphers' calligraphies. When learning calligraphy, one should



become familiar with the norms of calligraphy, and then study the
elegant styles of calligraphy.

As for learning painting, he set a goal of reaching the Tang
Dynasty's famous painter Wang Yu's level. What people often say
about Wang Yu's works is "There is the painting in the poem and
there 1s the poem in the painting; The three learning methods
above all initiate from the Qing Dynasty and traces back to the
time when they were first developed.

His theory of creation includes creation techniques and theory of
art. In the theory of poetry, he accepted Gu, Yang—-su's 'Poverty
creates good poems, and discussed "Miserable povertys, and T
Wealthy povertys. He also argued that poetry should have the holy
spirit and nobility. As for the theory of calligraphy, he accepted the
theory "The calligraphy style is divided into a northern style of
calligraphy and a southern style of calligraphysIn addition, he
considered archaic beauty expressed in the tombstone of the Han
Dynasty as an important creation factor. Besides, he emphasized
not only the way of writing calligraphy with a brush but also the
way of using ink. In the theory of calligraphy, the way of holding
a brush, the way of moving a brush, nine conditions required for
calligraphy, the way of composing letters, the theory of Yin and
Yang, and other traditional methods were explained based on his
experiences. The theory of painting values 'The scent of letters,

and "The energy felt from books, more than anything else. This



is Kim, Jeong—hui's creative argument that extends the concept of
the energy of literature emphasized in Confucian scholars'
paintings. In addition, he valued orchid paintings as Confucian
scholars' paintings. This proves that he well understood Muninhwa
that puts meaning before shape. He led the trend of painting
described by 'Paint not shapes but meaningss by underlying '
There is nothing to deceive oneself J, "The scent of letters), "The
energy felt from booky. Based on such thoughts, he created
paintings that display the coincidence of academics and art.
Kim, Jeong—hui put poetry, calligraphy, and painting in one
category called art, In addition, he emphasized that poetry,
calligraphy, and painting constitute one body by applying one artistic
concept to all of the three areas. He argued the theories: "Poetry
and painting are the sameJ), "The principle of painting have
something common with Zen,, and "Calligraphy and painting follow
the same principles. Those integrative thoughts show that he was
not confined to any one philosophy. He tried to attain true freedom
by discussing art across the borders of various philosophies.
Kim, Jeong-hui's academics and arts are based on the spirit of
Silsagusi. His theory of art aims at creating new things in one's
own way through following old things, and is based on the spirit
to preserve old things. Preserving old things amount to
traditionalism. While his traditionalism pursues archaic beauty, his

theory of creation seeks experimental and unprecedented



peculiarity. This is the ambivalence of his theory of art and, at the
same time, his aesthetics. While archaic beauty emphasizes a
profound, innate sense of beauty, the unconventional beauty
underlies the unprecedented expression of sense of beauty.
Archaic beauty is related to the content, while the unconventional
beauty is related to the form. Kim, Jeong—hui fused such conflicting
beauty concepts in his artistic world.

Kim, Jeong-hui achieved a high level in arts as an artist who led
the arts of the late Joseon Dynasty. He studied a variety of things
as a silhak scholar, and delivered what he had learned based on
thorough historical investigation

He pursued absolute freedom through the arts and the
establishment of Korea's cultural identity amid the turbulent period
in the late Joseon dynasty. He embraced Confucianism, Buddhism
and Taoism and was not confined to any philosophy. Considering
his time and his life, he had been destined to be involved in art

and indeed attained true freedom through arts.
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