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ABSTRACT

A Study on Poetic Subject Transformation Aspect of

Choi Seung-ja’s Poems

Chung, Seul-A
Department of Korean Language and Literature

Graduate School of Sungshin Women’s University

This study aims to discuss various transformation of poetic subjects
found in Choi Seung-ja’s poems. Initiated from a questioning mind to
cover the transformation in her middle and later poems that have been
relatively ignored, this paper is intended to examine the process of the
transformation to draw a general picture of Choi Seung-ja’s poems. The
poetic subjects of Choi Seung-ja’s poetic discourses are transformed in line
with the early, middle and later periods. The transformation is motivated
by the attitude to focus more on her inner side, and thus analysis of the
transformation process is regarded as a method to clarify the meanings of
Choi Seung-ja’'s poems.

Based on J. Kristeva's concept of subject that is in the process (le sujet
en proces) and her view on language, it explores various ways how a

being who 1is telling creates meanings in accordance of the periods.
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Considering the grids and structures of fixed signifiers as being unfixed,
Choi Seung-ja’s text is the practical behavior of the imperfect subject to
stand against the era and world.

The mourning subject found in her early poems is formed to deal with
the matter of death. The subject is accompanied with flexible movement
not to eliminate the otherness of the other but to remember him or her.
The subject pursues solidarity through sharing the common emotion, grief
with pain. The ethical subjects, who respond to the calling of the other
and encounter the matter of pain, stick to continuously create new values
through fateful and bitter struggle. The process indicates that the ethical
sensitivity i1s her motivation for writing poems. The mourning and ethical
subjects are assumed as her attitude to cope with the loss and her way to
resist the world.

The silence and utterance, the ambivalent attitude, of her middle poems
are formed from the recognition of the possibility and impossibility of
testimony. The number of deaths that were observed in the violence of era
1s returned to the matter of memory. The way of subject, who suffers and
observes the pain, with the desire to express even what cannot be told in
the poetic language implies the transformation for new possibility. The
subjects, who face endlessly self-questioning mind, contemplates the
temporality and restructures the female subjects. The female subject of her
middle poems, who searches one’s identity, makes cracks in the gender
system, and takes a certain female image, demonstrates that it is unfixed
as a being who is telling. The strategy of recontextualizing the images of

all maternal bodies has a significance in aspect of that it is reconstructing
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femininity not to be considered as damaged gender. The reversed female
image 1s extended to further possibility of female subjects.

The transformed subjects are not defined as the identity of being suffered
and damaged but restructure and dismantle the existing images. While
searching the original attribute of time, the subjects in her later poems
recognize one’'s finitude and takes ‘in-between’ identity that crosses the
borderline. Using the image of ‘Boo-woon-mong(/#5£4*)", she examines the
dasein of the subject that wonders in accordance with the existential
dimension between what is presented and concealed. In this regard, the
dismantled subject seeks reality. Her later poems contains the meaning of
‘Heo(J§) with respect to that the desire to reach the reality is only
attempted in the poetic realm and the its impossibility is proven.

The poetic practice of Choi Seung-ja 1is achieved by facing the
confrontation with the world, with which she disharmonies, and the pain,
creating and sharing new values. She promptly reacts to the violence of
era and investigates the matters of language and practice, not overlooking
her inner side. Thus, she opens the door of discussion on the matters
between pure and engagement literature that are considered as major flows
in the history of Korean literature. Her poems prove that literature fulfills
its political responsibility by itself. The profound negativity illustrates how
much her questioning mind on the subjects is persistent struggle since the
variation and desertion of the subjects that confront and disharmonize with
the world are synonymous with her self-transformation in pain. Her poems
have incomparable values in the way that her text has shown the

methodology of self-practice and reform. In view of literature and practice,
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her ‘physical poetics’ continuously throws questions related to the present,

and this is the literary significance of Choi Seung-ja’s poems.

Keywords : Poetic Subject, Mourning Subject, Ethical Subject,

Female Subject, Finite Subject
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