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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Narrative Structure of Choe Myeong-hi’s
Y [Tonbul,

Kang, Hye—suk

Dept. of Korean language & literature
Graduate School

Sungshin Women’s University

FTHonbul, has a huge narrative system consisting of five parts and ten
volumes. Existing discussions put emphasis just on subsidiary narration
belonging to a side branch rather than on the area belonging to the central
trunk which leads an extensive narrative system but failed to reveal key
narration as a structure in which three axes of stories in the work related
to each other in a causal and logical way. For this reason, this paper
analyzed narration which forms the central trunk of the extensive narrative
system of THonbul; and discovered its meaning according to the
narrative grammar of Degradation-Amelioration by C. Bremond.

Narration that centers on the Maean Lee family i1s divided into the
narrative process of Degradation — Amelioration that centers on the eldest
daughter-in-law of the head family, Cheongam, and that of the subsequent
Amelioration — Degradation. Cheongam—centered narrative process for the

Lee family forms an elementary sequence of the Degraded State —



Virtuality of Amelioration — Ameliorating Process — Ameliorated State by
the narrative key of blood and clan. It i1s possible to say that this
narrative process implies preserving blood and clan.

Narration of the Lee family after Cheongam-centered narration makes
the Ameliorated State reached through the previous narrative process in
gear with another Virtuality of Degradation, showing the -elementary
sequence of the Degraded State — Virtuality of Degradation — Degrading
Process again. And the narrative key of blood and clan forms the basis to
produce a meaning; however, this narrative process means swaying of
blood and clan of the Lee family different from the previous narrative
process.

Among the Degrading Process of the Lee family, there 1s a narrative
process of Virtuality of Amelioration — Ameliorating Process — Failure to
Reach Ameliorated State that centers on Hyowon, grandson’s wife.
Hyowon-centered narrative process begins with Virtuality of Amelioration
to overcome the Degrading Process for the Lee family and comes to be
gear with the Degrading Process for the family due to Falure to Reach
Ameliorated State, which 1s connected to the narrative process for the Lee
family 1n the form of the enclave. And this narrative process means the
failure to preserve blood and clan.

Chunbok, Onggune, Urye, Baekdan, and Mandong, who lead narration
centering on the common and lowly people, cause or experience events to
overcome the Degraded State of the humble class and its hand-down in

the opposing pattern of the aristocratic class versus the common and low



class, and form an elementary sequence of the narrative process of
developing into Virtuality of Amelioration and the Ameliorating Process, or
Degraded State — Virtuality of Amelioration — Ameliorating Process. This
means that blood and clan, which is the key of narration centering on the
Lee family, is extended into blood and social status. It is possible to say
that this narrative process implies overcoming blood and social status by
mixing blood and clan.

What 1s important 1s that their narrative process and that of the Lee
family are elementary sequences, respectively, and form a complex
sequence through connection in the form of association by which an event
has different functions from two perspectives. It i1s therefore possible to
regard the story centering on the Lee family which forms narration of

THonbul;, and that centering on the common and lowly people as one
structure. And the complex sequence through connection of the two
narrative processes has a meaning of swayving of the feudalistic order.

Narration centering on Bongcheon, Manchuria, shows extended narration
from blood and clan to the narrative key of the basis and roots with the
story of Chosun people, Chosun immigrants, and wanderers. Since narration
centering on Bongcheon, Manchuria, 13 a new story different from other
two ones, to connect the Maean-centered story with one centering on
Bongcheon, Manchuria, forms the narrative grammar specific to "Honbu
1, , which is hard to explain with C. Bremond's universal narrative
grammar. The connection makes events functioning as Virtuality of

Degradation in the narrative process for the Lee family function as the



Degraded State in that centering on Bongcheon, Manchuria.

And the narrative process centering on Bongcheon, Manchuria, forms an
elementary sequence of the Degraded State — Virtuality of Amelioration —
Ameliorating Process from the Degraded State in which main characters,
Chosun people, and immigrants lost their basis and roots to connection of
Virtuality and Process of Amelioration through search for their own selves
and Chosun people’s basis and roots. It 18 possible to say that this
narrative process means finding the basis and roots.

Three stories in  THonbul; form elementary sequences, respectively,
which are united to form a complex sequence. Consequently, the complex
sequence to which three stories are united i1s possibly the central narrative
structure of the work. And through the central narrative structure, it 1s
possible to explain the narrative feature with emphasis on the content of
the aristocratic class. Since the meaning of blood and clan i1s extended to
form the narrative key of the basis and roots, to affirm the Ameliorating
Process of finding the basis and roots in narration centering on Bongcheon,
Manchuria, serves to negate the Degrading Process of swaving of blood
and clan 1n narration centering on the Lee famuly. Although
Macan-centered narration shows swaving of the feudalistic order, the
feudalistic order in the form of blood and social status has a constant
influence in the work; consequently, overall narration i1s focused on the

content of the aristocratic class.
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