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ABSTRACT

Developed a Artistic Creativity Program for ‘Whole
Language Approach’ Based — To Infants Aged 5-6
Years Old

Juyoung Lee
Fine Arts Education Major
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

This study is intended to improve creativity problem solving ability
in the cognitive development process of children by applying whole
language approach to art program. For this, this study developed a
new art creativity program based on whole language approach,
applied it to 5~6 year old children, and reviewed and verified its
effects.

The whole language approach is not the way of learning the whole
by learning small units, but the way of starting with the desire to
understand big parts that form meanings, predicting and correcting
the meanings, causing constant learning motivation and learning
small units by themselves. It is mostly used in Korean education.
However, the subjects of this study are preschoolers, and art

activities enable children with lack of language expression skills to
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express what they think relatively easily and characteristically, so
the method is suitable for inducing the approach of diversified
thoughts.

Since the purpose of this study is to improve creativity problem
solving ability, how children's thinking ability develops is reviewed
from the cognitive aspect, and then the more diversified
development process is understood. The result confirms that the
degree of creativity can be changed depending on how profoundly
children approach in the process of program application to the

problem discovery process.

The following research questions are established to find the effects

of art creativity program based on whole language approach.

First, does art creativity program based on whole language

approach affect the improvement of art creativity's components?

Second, does art creativity program based on whole language

approach affect the improvement of creativity as a cognitive aspect?

To solve the above research questions, the study selected a class
of 5~6 years olds in A Art Academy located in Gangdong—gu,
Seoul for study participants. Based on whole language approach,
whose principles are 'emphasis of meaning', 'approval of mistakes',

'basis of experiences around learners' and 'premise of social
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interaction', a 8 week—program was done to improve art creativity's
components, 'visual thinking ability', ‘'critical thinking ability’,
'cognitive flexibility', 'originality’, 'aesthetic  sensibility' and
'expressiveness'. The program was done in the order of preliminary
to find the creativity as children's cognitive factor, application of 8
week program and post—examination. To find out the effects of the
approach, children were divided into similar cognitive age groups.
To find out the specific changes, the method of One—group
Protest—Posttest Design was used. For qualitative method,
post—test of creativity was done, and with observation logs per
each session, the change of actual creativity expressing behaviors

was observed.

The results gained through the above procedures are as follows.

First, the art creativity education using whole language approach
shows that children interpret situations in diversified ways through
activities of reading children's books, doing thinking activities and

conveying their thoughts to their friends.

Second, the observation logs of the children who participated in
the art creativity program using whole language approach show that
they improved such art 'creativity components' as 'visual thinking
ability', 'critical thinking ability', 'cognitive flexibility', 'originality',

'aesthetic sensibility' and 'expressiveness'.
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Third, the result of post—test on the participants shows that the
art creativity program using whole language approach has a

significant influence on the development of the cognitive aspect.

The above results show that application of whole language approach
for improvement of art creativity 1is effective in children's
acquisition of flexible concepts with their active participation and
indirect experiences of learners' perspectives. In addition, it was
confirmed that the flexible concepts appear through creativity

problem solving ability.
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