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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Effects of the Activity of Reading with
Elementary School Students on Young Children's Reading,

Comprehension, and Pro-Social Behavior

Hong, Young-Mi
Major in Early Childhood Education
The Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women'’s University

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of the activity
of reading with elementary school students on young children’s reading
and comprehension and pro-social behavior. For that purpose, the following

research questions were set:

1. What kind of impact does the activity of reading with elementary school
students have on young children’s reading abilities?

2. What kind of impact does the activity of reading with elementary school
students have on young children’s comprehension?

3. What kind of impact does the activity of reading with elementary school

students have on young children’s pro—social behavior?
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The subjects include 15 fourth, fifth, and sixth graders at ] Elementary
School in Seoul and 40 four— and five-year-olds (the experiment group: 20,
the control group: 20) from two all-day classes at the kindergarten
attached to the elementary school. While the experiment group engaged in
the activity of reading with elementary school students for total 13 weeks
between March 31 and June 30, 2011, the control group did not participate
in the reading activity. The experiment group read total 50 children’s
books through the activity of reading with elementary school students.

Three research instruments were employed in the study to examine their
reading abilities, comprehension, and pro-social behavior. Young children’s
reading abilittes were measured according to word reading and sentence
reading. Their abilities of reading words were measured with the inventory
of Kim Myeong-jin (2010) that only used the section on "actual words” in
the Reading Abilities Inventory for Young Children. Their abilities of
reading sentences were measured with the inventory developed by the
Korean Educational Development Institute (1998) and revised by Kim
Myeong-jin (2010). Employed in the study to measure young children’s
comprehension was the Comprehension Inventory developed by Jang
Yeong-ae (1981) to fit the level of four- to six-year-old children, revised
and supplemented by Park Ae-ja (1961), and revised again by Kim
Gi-hyeon (2004). Young children’s pro-social behavior was measured by
"Skill Situation Measure” developed by McGinnis and Goldstein (1990),
translated and revised by Lee Won-yeong, Park Chan-wook, and Noh
Yeong—hee (1993) in a preliminary test, and adopted by Kim Myeong-jin
(2010).
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In an effort to examine the influence of the activity of reading with
elementary school students on young children’s reading, comprehension,
and pro-social behavior, the investigator obtained mean scores and
standard deviation with the pre- and post-test results of the experiment
and control group with the SPSS Windows 12.0 program and t-tested

differences between the two groups.

The research findings were summarized as follows:

First, the experiment group that engaged in the activity of reading with
elementary school students scored significantly higher points in reading
abilities than the control group. The scores of the experiment group in
word reading and sentence reading, the subareas of reading abilities, were
significantly higher than those of the control group. Those findings suggest
that the activity of reading with elementary school students is effective for
increasing young children’s reading abilities.

Second, the experiment group that engaged in the activity of reading
with elementary school students scored significantly higher points in
comprehension than the control group. The scores of the experiment group
in picture understanding and story understanding, the subareas of
comprehension, were significantly higher than those of the control group.
However, they showed no significant increase in the simultaneous
understanding of picture and story.

Finally, the experiment group that engaged in the activity of reading
with elementary school students scored significantly higher points in

pro-social behavior than the control group. The scores of the experiment
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group In regulation of personal emotions, formation of interpersonal
relationships, and adaptation to an educational institution, the subareas of
pro—social behavior, were significantly higher than those of the control
group. Those findings indicate that the activity of reading with elementary
school students is effective for improving vyoung children’s pro—social

behavior.
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