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ABSTRACT

A study on the current status
of the Korean Traditional Music Education

at the elementary school

Ga-Young, Kim
Major in Music Education
Graduate School of Education

Sung shin Women’s University

The purpose of this study is identifying the actual state of the
elementary school teachers’ guidance in the Korean traditional music at
schools, investigating teachers’ perceptions about the traditional music,
and presenting the problems with ways to improve the traditional music
education.

Research objects are as follows: First, the actual proportion of
traditional music lessons in schools’ curriculum and the extent of usage
of textbook and instruments to understand elementary school teachers’
specific situation in the traditional music classes. Second, the elementary
school teachers’ degree of difficulty in teaching and their skills,
examining how their lessons are being delivered effectively to students.

Third, inquiring traditional music teachers’ awareness about the needs



and satisfaction in the elementary school. Lastly, with the in-depth
interviews, investigation of current training situation of elementary
school teachers and their methods in study Korean traditional musical
pieces to understand the challenges that educators should solve for the
advance in traditional music education.

For this purpose, the researchers examine they developed
questionnaires and in-depth interviews that targeting 207 elementary
school teachers who belong to each local education office, Seoul,
Gyeonggi, Incheon, Daejeon. Based on questionnaire and in-depth
interview responses, researchers performed a correlation analysis for each
question using Windows PASW (SPSS) 18.0 and a correlation analysis
to examine correlation between the elementary school teachers’
subjective difficulty in teaching and other factors.

The following are the results and the suggestions.

First, the Western music takes bigger proportion of the curriculum in
the music classes than Korean traditional music and teachers usually
focus on the textbook when they teach traditional music. However, the
results of in-depth interviews tells that even teachers teach students
through the textbook, they feel insufficiency in the way of guidance and
the learning materials of a textbook. Therefore, we need to reorganize
the textbook properly and prepare various learning materials and suitable
condition for effective studying.

Second, the areas that are relatively straightforward in a traditional

music class are 36.2% for singing area, 23.7% for instrumental area, and



31.9% for the listening area. Although there are no big difference
between areas, 79.7% of the respondents represent that they feel a
difficulty in teaching the subject. It is because they feel their own
insufficiency themselves. Hence, we need to pay attention to the teachers
who require to study more and make an effort.

Third, close to the half of the respondents of the elementary school
teachers said they had no Korean traditional music practical training.
There is 72.9 percent teachers who had no practical training or only one
training. The research shows that teachers had more training experience
had less difficulty in teaching traditional music. (P < .05) Therefore, we
suggest to develop the quality and quantity of Korean traditional music
practical training.

Forth, the research shows that there is a significant correlation among
the difficulties of the traditional music that teachers feel, the number of
instruments they teach (r= -.21, p<.0l1), and the number of practical
training they took. (r=-.16, p<.05) These are also highly correlated with
the proportion of traditional music in a curriculum of the music class.
(r= -.40, p< .01) In addition, the result of an independent sample t-test
that set singing, instrumental music, and composition in practical area
and set listening and theory in non-practical area shows that teachers
who feel comfortable with the practical area have less difficulty in
teaching. (t= 2.97, p< .01)

As mentioned earlier, traditional music has several problems. However,

since many people are aware of the importance of traditional music and



they also know efforts and interests are necessary for the qualitative
improvement in the traditional music education, it will continue to evolve

through many changes.
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ABSTRACT

A study on the current status
of the Korean Traditional Music Education

at the elementary school

Ga-Young, Kim
Major in Music Education
Graduate School of Education

Sung shin Women’s University

The purpose of this study is identifying the actual state of the
elementary school teachers’ guidance in the Korean traditional music at
schools, investigating teachers’ perceptions about the traditional music,
and presenting the problems with ways to improve the traditional music
education.

Research objects are as follows: First, the actual proportion of
traditional music lessons in schools’ curriculum and the extent of usage
of textbook and instruments to understand elementary school teachers’
specific situation in the traditional music classes. Second, the elementary
school teachers’ degree of difficulty in teaching and their skills,
examining how their lessons are being delivered effectively to students.
Third, inquiring traditional music teachers’ awareness about the needs

and satisfaction in the elementary school. Lastly, with the in—depth



interviews, investigation of current training situation of elementary
school teachers and their methods in study Korean traditional musical
pieces to understand the challenges that educators should solve for the
advance in traditional music education.

For this purpose, the researchers examine they developed
questionnaires and in-depth interviews that targeting 207 elementary
school teachers who belong to each local education office, Seoul,
Gyeonggi, Incheon, Daejeon. Based on questionnaire and in—depth
interview responses, researchers performed a correlation analysis for each
question using Windows PASW (SPSS) 18.0 and a correlation analysis
to examine correlation between the elementary school teachers’
subjective difficulty in teaching and other factors.

The following are the results and the suggestions.

First, the Western music takes bigger proportion of the curriculum in
the music classes than Korean traditional music and teachers usually
focus on the textbook when they teach traditional music. However, the
results of in-depth interviews tells that even teachers teach students
through the textbook, they feel insufficiency in the way of guidance and
the learning materials of a textbook. Therefore, we need to reorganize
the textbook properly and prepare various learning materials and suitable
condition for effective studying.

Second, the areas that are relatively straightforward in a traditional
music class are 36.2% for singing area, 23.7% for instrumental area, and
31.9% for the listening area. Although there are no big difference
between areas, 79.7% of the respondents represent that they feel a

difficulty in teaching the subject. It is because they feel their own



insufficiency themselves. Hence, we need to pay attention to the teachers
who require to study more and make an effort.

Third, close to the half of the respondents of the elementary school
teachers said they had no Korean traditional music practical training.
There is 72.9 percent teachers who had no practical training or only one
training. The research shows that teachers had more training experience
had less difficulty in teaching traditional music. (P < .05) Therefore, we
suggest to develop the quality and quantity of Korean traditional music
practical training.

Forth, the research shows that there is a significant correlation among
the difficulties of the traditional music that teachers feel, the number of
instruments they teach (r= -.21, p<.01), and the number of practical
training they took. (r=-.16, p<.05) These are also highly correlated with
the proportion of traditional music in a curriculum of the music class.
(r= -.40, p< .01) In addition, the result of an independent sample t-test
that set singing, instrumental music, and composition in practical area
and set listening and theory in non-practical area shows that teachers
who feel comfortable with the practical area have less difficulty in
teaching. (t= 2.97, p< .01)

As mentioned earlier, traditional music has several problems. However,
since many people are aware of the importance of traditional music and
they also know efforts and interests are necessary for the qualitative
improvement in the traditional music education, it will continue to evolve

through many changes.
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