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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Political Autonomy of
the Early Korea Women’s Association in 1949~1954

Song, Ji-Yun
Department of History
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’s University

This thesis focuses on the political autonomy of the early Korea
Women’s Association(1949~1954) in relationships with the Lee, Seung-Man
Administration. It also reviews afresh activities of the association for the
extension of women’s rights to judge its political autonomy.

The Korea Women’s Association was established in February 1949. The
association was the pivot of right-wing women’s organizations in the
1950’s and semi-governmental organization which was organized
nationwide by administrative support. The early working period of the
association was interlinked with the very unusual circumstances, the
Korean War. The war drove Korean society in the 1950’s into austerity
and chaos, and the nation took control of even personal inner side as
well as its society. The war also had an effect on women and left them
war victims. Women became aware of their own issues and took action
against Korean society even if the war turned the society more

rightward, conservative and male-dominated.



In this period, public groups were regarded as subordinate
organizations from the beginning of the launch of the Lee’s
Administration because the government mobilized them as means of
reinforcement and stabilization of itself. Therefore, the public groups has
been considered to be the leading group of forming the Liberal Party.
However, they didn’t positively take part in the formation of the Liberal
Party. Moreover, they weren’t subject to political authority at the time of
the early Lee’s Administration. Even though the association was a
mobilization structure and subsidiary organization to secure legitimacy
and exclusive power for the Lee’s Regime, it didn't only perform
compulsory duty for the nation. It refused the responsibility on the basis
of common interests of affiliated members in the association and resisted
the regime’s pressure to join the Liberal Party as they announced a
refutation statement. In addition, the association issued and practiced
special demand against Korean society as the members developed the
movement to protest concubinage and ask for legislation about a dual
punishment of adultery. As a result, it was able to be free from political
authority.

The political autonomy of the Korea Women’s Association couldn’t
help disappearing due to the limit of the origin that it was born as a
semi-governmental organization. Nevertheless, it was meaningful that it
showed the formation of the identity as women. In other words, it
represented the development of women’s awareness to take action as an

active and main agent.



The reason why the Korea Women’s Association could maintain its
political autonomy was that Lee didn’t get firm political supporters in the
early 1950’s. Lee demanded reorganization of the public groups and
always took precautions against factions within the groups although Lee
depended on the public groups as a power base. It means that Lee
didn’t have full control of the public groups.

The association revolted against the Lee’s Administration and took
participate in movements to abolish bad customs of Korean society. It
stood for the existence of pluralism in Korean society in the 1950’s.
However, the stronger anticommunism after the Korean War took effect,
the more difficult pluralism was to exist. The national hegemony became
greatly powerful.

In the end, people struggled for freedom and democracy, and this was
the April Revolution. The political autonomy of the Korea Women’'s
Association reflected the dynamics of women’s society. Furthermore, It

would be one of the mainspring of the April Revolution.
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