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ABSTRACT

A Study on Appearance Satisfaction and Beauty Behavior
according to the Sociocultural Elements of the Growing Generation

concerning Appearance.

Seol, Hyun-]Jin
Dept. of Clothing
Graduate School

Sungshin Women's University

In the rapidly changed 21st century when the flow speed of
information is so fast and the quantity of information is too much
increasing, personal appearance and characteristic image-formation 1is
highly evaluated. Furthermore the outward appearance is playing an
important role in the social life and the emotion—centered information
age. Nowadays personal appearance is very essential to competition and
may be considered the non-linguistic expression of self-image. Thus in
this social atmosphere, Appearance has a critical effect on the growing
generation who learn society and it is revealed to them as the outward
beauty-seeking behavior. The growing generation have a tendency to
search for not only the physical and but also the psychological
development and have a much interest in the physical appearance. It is

shown too fast and off-hand.
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Youth age is characteristic of the unnatural behavior, uneasy emotion
and immature abstract-idea. And so the growing generation show a
tendency to rely more on the self-image evaluated by others than on the
self-constituted image revealed naturally to others. In a sense beauty
behavior such as beauty cathexis and appearance interest is appeared as
a means to fill the psychological uneasiness and physical unbalance. The
beauty behavior of the youth is shown to follow the object which youth
want to rely on or long for and it is affected by the influence of the
sociocultural elements. Juveniles are more sensitive to the looks than the
adult age and are more interested in what way they seem to be
reflected to others. They prepared a beauty criterium to their looks with
reference to the internet or media.

The purpose of this study is to identify the corelation between
Appearance and Beauty Behavior according to the sociocultural elements
of the juveniles concerning appearance and to make an inquiry into how
they pursue beauty in the restrictive bound compared with the adults.
As their restrictive beauty behavior, the practical reflection percentage of
hair-style, management of face, hand and nail control will be
investigated and analyzed. Through the questionnaire the researcher is
going to grasp the appearance satisfaction and concern for beauty of the
contemporary younger generation and the way to prevent the indiscreet
beauty information by way of the practical approach to beauty behavior
and also to prevent the self-contempt for the sensibility of beauty

through the social influence on them.
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Furthermore This basic material of this survey was used for the
development of beauty article, cosmetics and education program. With
the findings of the beauty articles in which the growing generation have
a deep interest, this study provided the basic materials to the customer
analysis and also the reference materials to the beauty marketing.

And the first investigation was the preliminary one to know whether
the questionnaires were valid or not.

The second investigation was the questionary one for this study. The
subjects used for this questionary investigation was the girl students
between 13 year old and 18 year old ones who were born in between
1991 and 1996. The selection of the subjects was conducted by the
random sampling.

The first materials for the questionnaires were collected from May, 15,
in 2009 through May, 19. This was done by making use of the
comparatively low-levelled 20 junior students in terms of understanding
capacity. The wvalidity of the language and the contents used for the
questionnaires was examined and then the items of the questionnaires
was reformed.

Total 903 data were analyzed by using the statistical research. The
analysis of the collected data was conducted by using SPSS 12.0 and so
the statistical data on frequency, percentage, arithmetical mean, and
standard deviation were acquired. Moreover the factor analysis by
Varimax Rotation, reliability, corelation analysis, One-way ANOVA and

t-test were conducted.
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The result of this study was as follows.

First, In the difference of the appearance satisfaction according to the
demographic characteristics, appearance satisfaction was shown very
high, in case the subjects were less old and had less pocket money and
got good grade in their study. In case they had the opposite-sex friend,
ironically the confidence in appearance was appeared high, but the degree
of the appearance satisfaction was low.

Second, In the difference of the beauty concern according to the
demographic characteristics, in case of the older, the poorly educated
parents, the much available pocket money, and having the wide circle of
the opposite sex friends, beauty concern was shown very high. On the
other hand the scholastic record was meaningless in this research.

Third, in the difference of beauty behavior according to the
demographic characteristics, positive beauty behavior was appeared in
case of the high age-group, the poorly educated parents, the much
available pocket money, the acquaintance of the opposite sex friends.
And the middle and lower group juveniles in the school record showed
the positive beauty behavior in both face and hair beauty behavior, no
noticeable nail beauty behavior was found.

Fourth, in the cause and effect relation analysis between the
socio—cultural elements and the appearance satisfaction, the beauty trend
of their friends play the critical role of the whole parts of the beauty
satisfaction. And the beauty concern of the media, the level of the

cultural lives and the dependence upon the others in the outward
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appearance play the second important role of the appearance satisfaction.

Fifth, in the cause and effect relation between the socio—cultural
elements and the appearance satisfaction, The following is analyzed that
the beauty concern of the media, beauty awareness, the dependence upon
the others in the appearance, beauty trend of the friends and the level of
the cultural lives play the important role in the regular order.

Sixth, in the cause and effect relation between the socio—cultural
elements and the appearance satisfaction, beauty behavior awareness, the
beauty concern of the media, and the parents’ beauty awareness were
analyzed to be the elements to play the important role in the whole
parts of the beauty behavior. The level of the cultural lives and the
beauty trend of the friend was appeared to be the elements to play the
important role only in parts.

Seventh, in the cause and effect relation between appearance
satisfaction and beauty concern, no cause and effect relation between
appearance and hair and nail beauty concern was found. In the field of
face beauty concern, the confidence in appearance, face satisfaction and
hand and nail satisfaction were analyzed to have a major effect on them.

Eighth, in the cause and effect relation between appearance satisfaction
and beauty behavior, the elements of the hair satisfaction in the beauty
behavior was analyzed to have the second important influence. And
whereas the confidence in face and in hair in case of the face beauty
behavior was appeared to be the second important element, the

confidence in appearance was the most important one. No close relation
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was identified between appearance satisfaction and nail beauty behavior
in my research.

Ninth, In the cause and effect relation between beauty concern and
beauty behavior, hair beauty concern had an important influence on hair
beauty behavior, and face beauty concern, on face beauty behavior and
nail beauty concern, on nail beauty behavior. There were the relation
identified not only in the same boundary, but also in the different
boundary. In short, face beauty concern was appeared to have an
important effect on hair beauty behavior, and hair beauty concern, on
nail beauty behavior, and finally nail beauty concern, on face beauty
behavior. In this circle relationship where the beauty concern of the
specific part such as face, hair and nail was shown in beauty behavior,
the concern of the different part of body was also appeared in beauty
behavior. Hair beauty concern was analyzed to have an effect on the
whole parts of beauty behavior.

My study was to aim at the grasp of the elements which had an
important effect on appearance satisfaction, beauty concern and beauty
behavior to the growing generation

living in this information age and to analyze the concrete reality of
their beauty behavior. This will help the younger generation exposed in
the bad beauty information to prevent to form the self-indulgent beauty
awareness and moreover was used to make a reference to the
development of beauty commercial articles and educational programs.

Finally this study will offer a good reference to the beauty marketing
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and to the customer analysis of the younger generation in the field of
beauty industry through the analysis of the interesting beauty items to

them.
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