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ABSTRACT

The thesis of education of critical reading
using young-—adult literature

Shon Sung Mi

Dept. of Korean Literature
and Language Education
Graduate School of Education
Sungshin Women's University

The purpose of this thesis is that demonstrate critical reading is
needed in Korean education, so make lecturing and studying plan
of reading education to improve ' The critical interpretation and
the creator of the meaning'. To make this, we find the concept and
the characteristic of the critical reading, the purpose, the range,
the contents and the method of the education of the critical
reading through this thesis. After this, we also find that the most
important curriculum, the condition and problem of the textbook in
lecturing and studying circumstance. Through this, when we make
the concrete lecturing and studying plan of the education of the
critical reading, we lengthen the range of the education of the
critical reading and learner—based education by using the young
adult literature that can give interest to the learners.

In recent times, the critical reading is very important because we

live in information-oriented society and pop culture society.
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Though so much information comes forth, what by the capital logic
and the distortion of the truth, we experience the chaos and the
dilemma. At this time, education make world good and make the
man who does well in this world, and Korean education is defined
the thinking as the process of the solution of these problems, so
the critical reading, that is critical thinking, works as rhetorical
embellishmental education. The education of the critical reading is
the strategy to be survived in present society as well as the
practice to find ourselves. To make the critical reading possible,
uses the 'voung adult literature — "One day, I was dead., ' that
can give the learners, who will be the leader of rhetorical
embellishment, independence, so overcomes the limitation that past
education of the critical reading stays in information text or
explanation text. If this were completed, we make the
learner—based education succeed.

The critical reading could be defined as following. : The readers
analyze the text as self-reflectional doubt, and read actively by
evaluating and judging the contents, expression, structure and
value of the text. This includes the creative reading that the
readers experience the doubtful self-examination process by
comparing their schema and background knowledge with the text.
At this point, the readers compare their literal and connotative
interpretation of the text with the original text. Therefore, this
thesis defines the critical. literal and connotative understanding as

a 'Interpretation stage', the critical understanding as a 'evaluation
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stage', and creative understanding as a 'creation stage'. Through
this, the education of the critical reading pursues the training of
the critical interpretator and the creator of the meaning. And also,
the critical reading is restricted as a goal critical reading among
active readings. The contents and methods of the critical reading
is variable among scholars, but first, the literal reading or
connotative reading is made, and then the readers should be able
to exteriorize what text should be read critically and the problems
regard to this. In short, the critical reading should be focused on
task that the readers ask themselves to understand the whole text.
This could be done through the critical reading stages,
'Interpretation — Evaluation - Creation' process.

When the education of the critical reading is made in lecturing
and studying place, the most important thing is the curriculum and
the textbook, therefore many domains and chapter manipulate the
critical understanding. However, the biggest problem of the
curriculum and the textbook is that the terms and the definition
standard are so abstract, ambiguous and inconsistent. The
evaluation standard, that is in the curriculum, is complicated in
interpreting the meaning from the curriculum itself. For example,
the same meaning terms is written in different words, and vice
versa, so it is very inconsistent and ambiguous.

To solve these problems and to educate the critical reading, this
thesis uses young adult literature, particularly "One day I was dea

dy by Lee Kyung—hye. The 7th curriculum represents this novel In
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the second semester of third grade, middle school because the
main character in this novel is sixteen years old. In this point, to
read young adult literature critically, the readers should find theme
of the text and internalize it. To make this possible, the readers
use a reading check(self-asking and self-checking) strategy and
discussion—circulational discuss behavior strategy. The reading
check could be defined as keeping evaluation during reading the
text. That 1is, the readers check whether they understand the
contents of the text exactly again and again based on the internal
and outer factors of the text. Through this process, the readers
organize the meaning of the text with the discuss—circulational
discuss and clarify different point of views. The readers, through
this, can understand the text itself more deeply and widely by
comparing theirs with  their friends' understanding and
interpretation.

This thesis makes a lecturing and studying guideline plan two
times, which focuses not only on the education of the critical
reading by using young adult literature, but also on more important
thing, unified education between reading and literature. This thesis
can make this most important purpose of the Korean education
possible.

Key words : «critical reading, young adult literature, critical
interpretation and the creator of the meaning, rhetorical
embellishmental education, the process of interpretation -
evaluation - creation, critical reading of the descriptive text,
read—-checking strategy, discuss-—circulational discuss behavior
strategy, unified education between reading and literature
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