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ABSTRACT

Qualitative research on hearing impaired children’ s

experience through music therapy

Bong-hee, Kim
Department of Music Therapy
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’s University

The purpose of this study is to verify what hearing impairment
children experience through the music therapy. For the qualitative
research, study participants, two boys and one girl, are selected with
their consent by recruitment at S deaf community center. Researcher
divided them into two groups at random and conducted 11 music
therapy sessions for each group. The outcome of music therapy
activities was recorded by video and interview. And the data
transcribed from this outcome was analyzed according the analysis
process of Moustakas.

As the result of analysis, three categories are derived. The first
category, self-expression, consists of verbal self-expression, musical
self-expression and behavioral self-expression. Through these
different types of self-expression participants expressed their

thought, feeling and desire. The second category is communication.



At music therapy activities, participants showed how they
communicate with others by verbal, musical and behavioral ways.
The third category is growth and change. Participants’ absorption,
creative expression, sociality’s improvement and accomplishment
were discovered.

As music therapy activities were conducted, participants’
expression of themselves through musical activities developed into
communication with others. These self-expression and communication
ranged not only to the domain of music but also to the domain of
language and behavior. Furthermore, hearing impaired participants
experienced the growth and spontaneous change through music
therapy.

This study ascertains the experience of hearing impaired children
in music therapy by qualitative research. In the meantime, music
therapy had been limited to the method of rehabilitation for auditory
sense. However, this study shows hearing impaired children’s broad
experiences Including self-expression, communication, growth and
spontaneous change through music therapy. It could be the basic
research of music therapy’s applications for hearing impaired children

in more various fields.
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