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ABSTRACT

Semiotic study on philosophical picture book

Shin So-Yean
Department of Industrial Design

Graduate school of Sungshin University

In his book [The Third Wavel] , Alvin Toffler says that although he
has long sought the answer, he knew that ‘right questions’ are more
important than correct answers to false questions. Philosophical reflection
is valuable questions that make us think about fundamental life problems
in the numerous pieces of knowledge, overflowing information, and diverse
values in this rapidly changing era. Modern people become to go forward
to practical thinking through philosophical thinking that can ask right
questions to themselves and find the meanings of society, others, and their
personal life. In the modern picture book market in the 21st century,
diverse picture books with quality of work in experimental and original
forms have been appearing to make new changes. Reader classes and
demand for picture books with artistic value containing more multi-layered
meanings, differentiated from the simple and flat picture books, which
were exclusive properties of children, are expanding beyond generations. In
particular, the emergence of philosophical picture books that enable

modern people to undergo philosophical reflection should be one of areas
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that are the most noteworthy in the recent picture book market.

Picture books, which have begun to be recognized as an artistic medium
in a new area, have been leading to positive activities and responses of
adult readers both online and offline thereby growing in close relations
with other genres. The interest and tendency as such can be confirmed
through the increase in the publishing of philosophical picture books and
winning works in international competition exhibitions. The philosophical
picture books are in complex and symbolic forms containing in-depth
meanings, and the philosophical reflection encountered in the picture books
are valuable questions that make the readers think about fundamental life
problems in the numerous pieces of knowledge, overflowing information,
and diverse values in this rapidly changing era.

Although public interest in picture books in new trends is increasing,
academic studies of or studies on systematic analysis method for such
picture books are insufficient. Therefore, this study was intended to
present a semiotic analysis method in three stages to read and
communicate philosophical picture books more effectively and deeply.
Furthermore, based on the semiotic analysis method proposed in this study,
the philosophical picture book [The House of Mind] of Iwona
Chmielewska was analyzed and a philosophical picture book [A Gift] was
produced to identify the usefulness of the semiotic methodology.

This study was conducted in the following order.

First, in this study, the characteristics and values of philosophical picture
books are studied and defined, and philosophical picture books classified by

type. The philosophical picture books noted here are an artistic medium
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that makes modern people ruminate and think about the meaning of life
because messages for reflection of life and elements of works of art are
in harmony in the philosophical picture books. Philosophical thinking can
lead modern people to practical thinking toward others and society through
a process to throw a question about the meaning of life to themselves.
The philosophical picture books were classified into three types according
to the messages conveyed by them; ‘growth and reflection of
self-consciousness’ ,  ‘relations with others’ , and  ‘solidarity with
environments and the world as social human beings’ .

Second, a semiotic analysis method in three stages is presented for
more in-depth and effective reading comprehension of and communication
with the philosophical picture books containing ideational and abstract
concepts. The first stage is ‘analysis of seven types of picture books’ .
This is an analysis according to the narrative classification system, in
which each picture book is regarded as an integrated symbol and picture
books are classified into seven types according to their whole stories and
composition forms, for understanding of them. The second stage is a
‘dichotomous semantic analysis” of the linguistic symbol system that
comprehensively analyzes each picture book. In this stage, the sequential
paragraph flows of the integrated body and the binary opposition elements
of the paradigme are found for understanding of the entire structure. The
third stage is an ’analysis of the tripartite meaning’ of nonverbal symbol
systems that analyzes each page closely. In this stage, actual characters
and images are connected and the symbolic meanings are interpreted

concretely and closely. Although picture book analyses have been divided
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into dichotomy series analyses and tripartite series analyses thus far, in
this study, a method to conduct the two types of analyses, stage by stage
was presented considering the methodological limitations of previous
studies.

Third, using the three-stage analysis method of this study, the
philosophical picture book [The House of Mindl] of Iwona Chmielewska,
which is the first Bologna winner in South Korea, was analyzed. This
picture book develops into a ‘parenthesis connected integrated body’ of
the analysis of seven types of picture books that does not focus on stories
or events but can emphasize characteristic elements centering on the
conveyance of messages of thinking and reflection on human life contained
in the stories and events. It was identified that the philosophical messages
can be expressed and produced in various forms without being influenced
by the types of the narratives being delivered. Through the second stage
of dichotomous analysis of meanings, the integrated structure of [The
House of Mind] and the paradigmatic elements of each page were studied.
With division by section (sequence), the structures such as the flow of
thinking, the form of questions, and the progress of reflection, which are
central subjects, could be understood and with the analysis to find the
binary oppositional elements of conflicts and opposition in sentences,
harmonious and completed linguistic composition and weave could be
identified. Through the last stage of tripartite analysis of meanings, the
artistic expression method, the conveyance of transmission of the literal
meaning, the internally and externally contained philosophical messages,

and the nonverbal aspects of the artistic expression of [The House of
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Mind] were explored in detail and communicated. Through the analysis of

[The House of Mind] , the parts that may be missed carelessly by
readers were densely approached to identify the usefulness of the analysis
methodology as an analysis to deeply read the writer’ s implicative
meanings.

Finally, a philosophical picture book, [A Gift] , that makes modern
people look back on the value of ordinary daily values, was produced. [A
Gift] is a story about past, present, and future ‘gifts’ that are
encountered in life. The gifts mentioned in this picture book include those
that have been given to everybody without discrimination, such as the
existing environments, materials, and even feelings. When seen from a
perpetual viewpoint, everything in human life and nature is a gift with
finitude. Gifts are not created by subjective will, but are delivered to
others regardless of efforts and will for existence, and become extinct
when a certain period of time has passed. Human life is in line with the
service life of bags or boxes because humans are born regardless of their
will and live for a limited period of time. After establishing the overall
theme and plan of this philosophical picture book [A Gift] , the three
stage semiotic analysis method was applied to produce the philosophical
picture book [A Gift] . The type of parenthesis connected integrated
body, which is a narrative structure in which philosophical messages are
delivered with an independent story in each frame, was selected. The
analysis of the seven types of picture books is a form of
non-chronological integrated body among the types of narrations, which is

characterized by not following the flows of time and events without any
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integrated storyline. The entire structure of the philosophical picture book

FA Gift] , the introduction, development, turn, and conclusion of
paragraphs, and whether binary oppositional elements were appropriately
arranged were checked by substituting them into dichotomous analysis of
meanings. The beginning and the end of the body text were replaced by
the gift received fist and the gift that would be received last and the
arrangement of surrounding texts was repeated to emphasize the image
and expression, which are the subjects. Finally, the detailed elements of
each frame were checked with the frame of ftripartite analysis of
meanings to enhance the degree of completeness. The philosophical
messages contained in bags and boxes, which are consistently repeated in

I'A Gift] are precious gifts being met in the journey of life such as love,
consolation, blessing, encouragement, and sympathy. The intention of the
writer as such was tuned to be in appropriate harmony with the artistic
expressions by frame, the conveyance of the literal meanings, and the
internal and external elements.

This paper is regarding a study on a logical analysis tool that approaches
philosophical picture books regarding them as a symbol based on the
semiotic theory in order to draw deeper appreciation and creation. Semiotic
analysis can help interpreting philosophical thinking more systematically and
logically, and can be used as a framework of analysis for checking by
producers and writers who plan philosophical picture books. This study can
contribute to the supply of philosophical picture books equipped with
completeness through semiotic studies of philosophical picture books that

are a new artistic medium that awakens modern people’ s philosophical

- 199 -



thinking and artistic sensibility that will lead to many readers’ interest
and good responses resulting in the activation of philosophical picture

books.
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