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ABSTRACT

A Study on Real-Life Oriented Art Education for

Creative Expression Classes

Lee, Jin Hee
Major in Art Education
The Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’s University

Today our society 1s shifting to a more social and cultural
environment that utilizes a variety of colors, 1images, and
media. This vast visual information collage occupies our lives.
What the overall society and culture that i1s composed of this
diverse visual information signifies, and what our living means
in itself, is the visual culture.

The visual culture environment does not only attract an
individual’s attention, but it also -- despite its diversity of
goals ——- moves his or her mind. The overflowing visual
images in today’s society are substitutes for letters. This
shows the increasing importance of visual culture education.
Therefore the reality of today’s society demands an active
attitude in order to correctly understand various visual
cultures, and to select, judge and utilize quality visual culture.
In order to achieve this attitude, young people should develop
a critical eye in order to discern the myriad of visual images.

Conscious of this need for learners to escape from the frame
of mind wherein art class is irrelevant to the current culture
and society, and students are learning by rote focusing solely
on art theory, this paper explores a plan to equip learners



with an ability to understand and utilize the visual culture
within a social and cultural context. This paper contains the
following:

Firstly, in order to understand visual culture, the paper looks
into the concepts and meaning of visual culture and suggests
the direction art education might follow, taking into
consideration the characteristics of the ever-increasing visual
culture arena.

Secondly, it looks into the necessity of the visual culture
education we experience In our daily lives, and the
significance of visual literacy education whereby the learners
can correctly understand visual culture and accept it
independently and creatively.

In addition, this paper studies a plan that not only portrays
an educational environment that develops visual literacy on
visual 1mages but also enhances critical thinking so that
learners can develop active judgments looking at issues from
diverse angles.

Penultimately, this paper takes a concrete look at the
educational effect that a visual culture education can have on
art classes. Firstly, it looks at art education through visual
education eyes. Secondly, it suggests the direction of real-life
oriented art education. Thirdly, it looks into art education that
uses a variety of media and applies it to a concrete reality.

Finally, the paper develops a concrete teaching plan for real
classes in which students find elements of visual culture in
their daily lives and study them. This lesson plan 1s for third
yvear middle school students and is composed of three lessons.
In order to promote an active class, it develops a teaching
method that allows students to discover a visual culture that
1s suitable for the class topic and also one where students can
easily see the culture in their surroundings and utilize it. The
structure of the lesson plan is such that the class looks at
various images and media materials that stir their interest and



can apply them to their art project. The goal of this lesson
plan in this study is to focus on students’ observation of their
familiar school surroundings and express their surroundings
with variety and creativity.

As shown above this paper is planned with the goal to
develop students’ visual literacy and critical thinking in
regards to the visual culture they contact in their daily lives.
In addition, it tries to suggest a way for the students to
understand the various aspects of the visual culture and
partake in learning activities based on their daily experiences
when they take art classes in the future. Additionally I hope
that the basis of this teaching guide for the lesson plan in
this paper will be reflected significantly in class in order to
improve the quality of class and efficiency of learning so that
students can express themselves with interest and participate
actively in art class.
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