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ABSTRACT

The Comparison Research on Fermentation as One of
Tea Manufacturing Method

- Centered on the Tea Manufacturing Method of
Joseon Dynasty Age and the Present Age

Kim, Sun Hwa

Major in propriety and Tea-ceremony
Dept. of Cultural Industry

Graduate School of Cultural Industry

Sungshin Women'’s University

Tea has been change and developed as time goes by and nowadays,
interest in tea has been increased as a part of well-being trend, so the
number of people who enjoy tea has been gradually increased. In Korea,
as information about various types of teas is speeded, and Chinese
fermented-tea is known, the interest in Korean fermented-tea has

gradually got bigger.

This researcher felt the necessary of correct direction of an already
known term - ferment, and is going to find how the traditional tea
manufacturing method has change until now, and is going to consider
the difference.

This thesis is referring to on Science of tea-ceremony(written by Kim
Myungbae), = Korean tea  culture(written by Jung  Youngsun),
Dongdajungtong-go(written by Park Younghee), which are studies



including comparatively many kinds of Korean fermented-tea and tea
manufacturing method, arrange the manufacturing method of fermented
tea through consideration on fermented teas in Joseon Age, classify and
systemize them, and then compares the differences between ancient
fermented-tea = manufacturing method and present fermented-tea
manufacturing method through record studies and interviews, and
consider the characteristic of Korean fermented tea and then finally
suggests the way to go of present tea manufacture.

Followings are the summaries of findings of studying which sought
kinds of Korean fermented-tea by dividing into Joseon dynasty and the
present age.

1. Fermented-tea is mainly classified into Sun-drying fermented tea,
after steaming or parching fermented-tea and Lump types of tea.

2. Present fermented tea in Korea is - record study and interview
are conducted in Hadong Goon(Korean name of county) region - that
it has not that various kinds - only medium fermented teas and fully
fermented teas , but common thing we can find is that fundamental
tea manufacturing method has been being settled.

3. This thesis made comparison between fermented tea in Joseon
dynasty age and Chinese fermented tea and studied on them by
classifying into three sections.

First, when comparing Sun-drying tea in Joseon dynasty age with the
tea manufacturing method of Chinese White tea and Black tea, all of
them are fermented teas which have no ‘killing blue light'process by
using heat, and ferment through adjusting needed moisture and
temperature by eliminating water of unnecessary part through withering
and fermenting.

The tea manufacturing method of Sun-drying tea in Joseon dynasty
age has changed into that of Chinese White tea, and then has changed
into Chinese black tea’s one.

Second, when comparing after steaming or parching fermented-tea
with tea manufacturing method of Chinese Yellow tea, in Joseon age,
determined fermentation of tea leaves only by withering parch many
times in order to prevent too much fermentation. On the other hand,
Chinese Yellow tea has parching process before Minhwang -a kind of
fermentation process, this also somehow prevent an oxidizing enzyme to
certain degree, therefore there is a process which people slowly can see



the change of beauty even after the tea is completely manufactured.

Third, Lump type of tea in Joseon dynasty age is mostly similar with
Chinese Post-fermented Lump tea, the brightness are different.

4. This thesis compares the tea manufacturing method of Joseon
dynasty age and now and considers them.

First, the manufacturing method of Sun-drying fermented tea has been
more complicated, In the Josoen dynasty age, withering in the son was
common, but now withering take place in the sun and shadow depends
on the feature of them respectively, the color of tea which withered in
the sun is brighter and more distinct than one which withered in
shadow. In addition, ferment (Tuiugi) has been newly appeared, which
not existed in Joseon age.

Second, there are findings in comparison of after steaming or parching
fermented-tea in Joseon dynasty age and light fermented tea.

There was fermentation process called ‘ferment (Tuiugi)’ which is
similar with Chinese yellow tea manufacturing method, but now Chinese
Blue tea manufacturing method is applied, which has low degree of
fermentation.

Third, when it comes to comparison in lump types of teas, there is no
big difference. Koreahas been turning the manufacturing method of
Lump tea written in Dakyoung from Yuk-wu to good account, and
recently is in the step of developing them as a local specialty.

5. This thesis made comparison between present fermented-tea and
Chinese fermented-tea and studied on them.

First, when comparing tea manufacture methods of Sun-drying
fermented-tea and Chinese Black tea, both are fermented teas which
have no ‘killing blue light" process, but recently a new method is used,
which heat at the last step.

Second, there are findings gained from comparison between the tea
manufacturing method of Light fermented tea and Chinese Yellow tea.

While the characteristic of Korean Light fermented tea is conducting
two times of parching in a pot, Chinese Yellow tea conduct many times
of withering and drying, so fermented by natural evaporation and the
degree of fermentation could be controlled in various ways.



While Korean tea culture value beauty above flavor, Chinese tea
culture value both of them. Therefore, flavoring process is essential in
Chinese tea manufacturing method.

The most important thing of manufacturing fermented-tea is that
understanding the features of tea leaves and deciding appropriate degree
of evaporation and method of tea manufacture first.

Third, the most remarkable point in comparison between tea
manufacturing method of present Light fermented-tea and that of
Blue-tea are that the differences of species and feature of tea leaves and
‘fermenting’in terms of tea manufacture method. Korean ancestors apply
‘fermenting’ in cooking to tea manufacture.

Fermented foods are can be stored within a certain period of time, are
being precocious as time goes by, so people can feel beauty of
alteration.

Based on 5 findings above, this study suggests a direction of progress.

Above all, tea manufacturers should apply, study and develop
appropriate fermented tea manufacturing methods for characteristic of
Korean tea leaves, fully understand the excellent characteristic of Korean
tea leaves, and study on tea manufacture method suitable for tea leaves
should be preceded. This thesis emphasizes that unremiting efforts to
study and development of tea manufacturing method are the only
essential parts in Korean tea industry.
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