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ABSTRACT

Experience in the Relationship Formation
between Beginning Teachers and Infants

at Employer—supported Child Care Centers

Bae, Jung-Eun
Early Childhood Education Major
Graduate School of Education of

Sungshin University

The purpose of this study 1s to provide basic data on the
experience of forming relationships between infants and beginning
teachers at employer—supported child care centers by finding out
what the process i1s and what difficulties and efforts are in the
process. The following research questions were set up for this

purpose.:

1, What is process of forming relationships between infants and
beginning teachers at employer—supported child care centers?

2, What 1s the difficulties of forming relationships in processing
between infants and beginning teachers at employer—supported
child care centers?

3, What 1s the effort to build and maintain relationships between
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infants and beginning teachers at employer—supported child care

centers?

The study collected data through in—depth interviews and
non—participant observation among 10 beginning teachers of the infant
class who worked at employer—supported child care centers in Seoul
from April 19 to September 10, 2018. The researchers analyzed the
collected data, explored its meaning, and interpreted the data
according to research questions. To ensure the wvalidity of the
interpretation of the data, a review of infant education experts and an

internal verification by the participants in the study were conducted.

The results of the study are summarized as follows:

First, beginning teachers at employer—supported child care centers
1s experiencing "gradual adaptation and the starting of a relationship"
"development of close relationship," and "conflict and change in
relationships" in the process of forming a relationship with infant.

Second, beginning teachers at employer—supported child care
centers experiences two aspects of difficulties in the process of
forming a relationship with infant. First of all, difficulties in the
operation and structure of employer—supported child care centers
have been found to be long—term care, dinner operations and
day—care environments. Next, difficulties in the location and role of

beginning teachers in team teaching are as follows. Beginning
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teachers were in a position of acceptance and learning, were passive
in communicating with their parents, and felt burden in playing the
role of teachers in the infant class team teaching. Two aspects have
a negative effect in the process of forming a relationship between
infant with beginning teacher at employer—supported child care
centers

Third, beginning teachers at employer—supported child care centers
made the following efforts to establish and maintain relationships with
infants. Beginning teachers at employer—supported child care centers
have developed their own strategies for expressing Iinterest and
affection to form relationships with infants, and in order to improve
the quality of relationships with infants, they have discussed with
senior teachers and learned effective interactions during the day. And
in order to form a positive relationship with the troubled infant, tried
to understand negative emotional behavior by considering various
aspects related to the infant. Finally, Beginning teachers at
employer—supported child care centers had time to calm personal
feelings by consulting with senior teachers to maintain positive
relationships with infants.

As above, beginning teacher at employer—supported child care
centers formed a relationship through positive interaction with an
infant. However, they experienced conflicts and changes in relations
with infants due to difficulties with in the operation and structure of
employer—supported child care centers and the location and role of

beginning teacher in the infant class team teaching. They learned
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effective interactions to improve the quality of their relationships,
took a view to understanding infants, and tried to positively change
the conflicting relationship. The results of these studies suggest the
importance of the quality of relationships between beginning teacher
at employer—supported child care centers and infants for balanced
development of qualitative growth following the quantitative expansion

of employer—supported child care.
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