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133) o] & %1(2014), A A A, p.39
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ABSTRACT

Expression Research of "Grotesque" Art Make—up

Inspired by Zdzislaw Besinski's Art

Park, Ju Hye
Graduate School of Convergence Design and Arts
Make—up-Special Effect Make—up Major

Graduate School of Sungshin University

Modern arts and culture expanded the range of creative
expressions to a degree that grotesque images, which moved far
away from conventionally acceptable levels, can be embraced as
part of art forms. The grotesque is an eccentric and avant—garde
form of expression used to lay bare social problems in a symbolic
way or show the artist's state of mind in an exaggerated manner,
which is considered a dramatic manifestation fit for modern society.

In this study, the researcher introduces the artworks of Zdzislaw
Beksinski, one of the most prominent grotesque artists of our time,
by analyzing his works in terms of modern characteristics of
grotesqueness and then recreates them as art make—up works.

Through these recreations, the researcher aims to expand the range



of shocking visual make—up art designs and thereby contribute to
further development of such designs. The methodology adopted by
the researcher in this study is a literature survey and analysis of
some of the preceding studies related to the topic to examine the
theoretical background of the grotesque and art make—up. The
artworks of Beksinski are then classified in terms of the four
modern characteristics of the grotesque as put forward by Philip
Thomson. The eight works of Beksinski are reinterpreted to create
grotesque art make—up works.

The results are summarized below. First, this thesis begins with a
description of Beksinski's personal life, his worldview, and some of
his works. After classifying his works in terms of expression
techniques and special features, the researcher moves on to select
Beksinski's works that match Thomson’ s grotesque features -
disharmony, extreme and exaggeration, laughter and fear, and
abnormality. Second, the researcher looks at the theoretical
background of the grotesque and the changing idea of the grotesque
through time while speculating on the possibility of the grotesque
as a form of artful expression. Third, the definition of art make—up,
its types, and technical expressions is explored. Fourth, the
researcher selects eight works from the artworks of Beksinski
included inthetable in this study and uses them as source materials
for art make—up works.

The works selected are as follows:

(1) Work #1: "Ordeal" is an example of disharmony, which



expresses the irrationality of life that must go on even in the face
of an unrelenting series of ordeals;

(2) Work #2: "Phantasmagoric Escape" 1is also part of
disharmony, which expresses a world of fantasy that has become a
refuge from the cruelty of life;

(3) Work #3: "Life and Death" belongs to extreme and
exaggeration, which embodies a world in which life and death
cohabit;

(4) Work #4: "Loneliness" is also classified as an example of
extreme and exaggeration that shows modern Man living a life of an
outcast;

(5) Work #5: "Colorless Laughter" is an example of laughter and
fear that criticizes modern Man living like on an automated
assembly—line, swayed left and right by how other people think
about him;

(6) Work #6: "Smile Mask Syndrome" is also part of laughter and
fear which expresses extreme difficulties faced by many people in
their workplace, when they must smile on the outside even though
they are smoldering with anger inside;

(7) Work #7: "Monster of Avarice" is classified as an example of
abnormality which expresses modernity that fell prey to materialist
culture - the culture elevating desire satisfaction to become the
ultimate goal of life;

(8) Work #8: "Termination of Youth" is also part of abnormality,

which shows an image of a woman whose beautiful youth is



extinguished through time.

This study was inspired by Beksinski's motifs, which were
reinterpreted as grotesque art make—up designs. Then, these
images were amended by means of Adobe Photoshop retouching,
including photomontage and graphic techniques, to create the final

art images.
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