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ABSTRACT

Historical Geographical Approach

of Geographical Indication System in Korea

Yu, Ki Jin

Major in Geography Education
Graduate School of Education
Sung Shin Woman’s University

(Supervised by professor Yang, Bo Kyung)

Geographical indication aims at raising the quality of local produces
and securing the local competitiveness of local produces by registering the
geographical indication of good agricultural, livestock, forest, and marine
products. Furthermore, it has a positive function of protecting producers,
raising their competitiveness, and guaranteeing right-to—know of consumers
by giving them information about the products. South Korea adopted the
indication institution from the year of 2000 in order to response
aggressively to the global trend of adopting geographical indication. After
the green tea of Boseong was registered as No. 1 of the agricultural and
livestock geographical indication in 2002, more products got registered, and
now the number of the registered products is 133 till May 2012. The
pre—existing studies on this subject mainly focused on institutions,
procedures, international attitudes in the fields of laws, patents, and trades.

However, geographical aspects of the subject have not been studied much.
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This study aimed at approaching the subject from the perspective of
Historical Geography. In order to achieve this goal, 1 tried to carry out
regional analysis by cities and counties and made a map based on the
analysis in order to take regional consideration of the state of how the
institution 1s implemented. Then, I took an analysis of the subject by
items. As geographical indication tends to be understood as administrative
and economic features, I selected an historical and geographical approach
as the perspective of revealing regional characteristics. By studying the
contents of local produces and products in the Jiriji of the Joseon age like

"Sejongsilok (M ®H ), "TJiriji(MWHGE), (15c),
FSinjeungdonggukyeojiseungram i s B Bl 15 55) ; (16¢), TYeojidoseo(El
selEl )y (18¢), "DaedongjijiCK#iHE); (19¢), we took an analysis of which
produces and products in the Jiriji coincide with those produced now. For

the produces and products are not matched, I looked into the items that do

districts, I got patterns by analyzing by villages when historically recorded
regions are not matched with current geographical regions. Furthermore, I
studied the continuity of the items that have existed for a long time, and
whether a item is founded from all of the united villages in order to

extract the historicity of geographical indication.

As a result, 23 Geographical Indications including Gangreung’s
Hangwa(fatsia), = Yangyang’s Songi(mushroom),  Jinbu's  Dangkuei,
Hongcheon’s Jat(pine nut), Uljin’s Songi(mushroom), Gapyeong’s Jat(pine
nut), Ganghwa's Yakssuk(moxa), Chungju’s Bam(chestnut), Youngdong’s

Gotgam(dried persimmon), Boeun’s Daechu(jujube), Hansan's Sambe(ramie
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cloth), Naju’s Bae(pear), Youngam's Gam(persimmon), Jangheung’'s
Gim(laver), Jangheung’s  Maesangi, Jangheung's Kijogae(shellfish),
Boseong’s Nokcha(green tea), Kyongsan's Daechu(jujube), Kijang’s
Miyeok(seaweed),  Sangju's  Gotgam(dried  persimmon), Hamyang's
Gotgam(dried persimmon), Hadong's Nokcha(green tea), and Acyang’s
Daebonggam(daebong persimmon) are identified as having the historical
and geographical traditionality for the correspondence between historical

records and current indication.

It has been pointed out that there are some problems with
geographical indication because its legal basis can cause a conflict with
Agricultural Products Quality Control Act and Trademark Act. In addition,
it would not be unified because of several administrative agencies including
Agricultural Products Quality Management Service, Forest Service, or

Fisheries Products Quality Inspection Service.

The study results will contribute to objectify items that have been
locally promoting the history of geographical indication, with identifying
their own traditional characteristics. Also, it is possible to extend the axis
of the continuity partially by examining the records before Josun Dynasty.
The study has a limitation in setting a narrow range of time as Joseon
Dynasty, as well as not specifying the study objects by the level of
Eupji(&:t). However, this study would have significance because it is the
first study using the method of history documentary research from the

perspective of Historical Geography.
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