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ABSTRACT

Survey on Middle School Students’ Awareness of

Music Plagiarism

Yoo, Eun ju

Department of Education
Music Education Major
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

This study investigated middle school students’ awareness of music
copyright and criteria for judging plagiarized songs. To achieve this, a
survey was conducted with a total of 194 participants, including 107
male students and 87 female students in the 2nd grade of a middle
school in Bucheon. After excluding 22 incomplete responses, 172
responses were used as the final data for this study. The conclusions of
this study are as follows:

First, music copyright education was well conducted during regular
school hours. However, when examining the knowledge and attitudes of
middle school students regarding music copyright, it was found that they

lacked detailed knowledge about the requirements for the creation of

_37_



music works and fair use of music works. Therefore, there is a need for
systematic education on various aspects of music copyright to avoid
overlooking crucial elements.

Second, students were not aware that the ultimate beneficiaries of
protecting works are themselves as consumers. Students believed that
legally purchasing works does not contribute significantly to fostering
more creativity. This misconception indicates a lack of awareness that
purchasing and using works legally can encourage the creator’'s
motivation and stimulate creative activities, thus influencing the
activation of the works market. Therefore, an improvement in awareness
of copyright protection is necessary for students to recognize that it
leads to a qualitatively higher level of cultural content for consumers.

Third, there is a need to establish clear criteria for plagiarism.
Students who participated in this study showed variations in perception
and judgment of plagiarism depending on the portion and location of the
borrowed segment, even when the same number of measures were
plagiarized. This highlights the limitations of relying on audience tests to
judge plagiarism. Since Korea lacks clear regulations on music
plagiarism, and courts sometimes use audience tests to determine the
truth, a reevaluation of the reliability of audience tests and discussions

on this matter are required.
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