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ABSTRACT

A Study on How to Use the Online Korean Dictionary to Improve
the Word Spacing Skills of Middle School Students

Bang, Hyo Su

Dept. of korean literature

and Language Education
Graduated School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

The recent trend in writing is that people no longer space words properly
or at all when they are composing text and e-mail messages due to the limited
space available for writing and their desire to write at a faster pace. This trend
can be attributed to the phenomenal rise of Internet and cellular-phone usage. If
the word spacing is incorrect, however, the meaning can become unclear and
the recipient of the message can misinterpret its meaning. Considering this, it is
very important to teach students the correct way to space the words in what
they are writing. Most schools, however, fail to teach word spacing effectively,
and to make matters worse, in some schools, even the administrators and
teachers themselves are not aware of the importance of word spacing when
writing. To support the current word-spacing-related teaching that is much
disregarded in the current school curriculum, this study aims to show how word

spacing can be taught through the use of online Korean dictionaries.



In Chapter II of this study, the current issues and problems in relation to
word spacing in actual classes are examined. In Chapter III, the need for online
Korean dictionaries to help students improve their word spacing ability in
writing is discussed. In Chapter IV, the representative online Korean dictionaries
are compared and analyzed to find the factors that can boost learning in terms
of word spacing in writing. Based on the foregoing, Chapter V presents a way
by which such dictionaries can be used by focusing on the online Korean
dictionary of the portal site Naver, which is currently considered the most
useful and effective online dictionary in improving word spacing learning.

The students find it difficult to learn word spacing in writing when the
teacher simply lectures on it. If the students, however, will make it a habit to
check the online Korean dictionary whenever they are not sure of how to space
words while they are writing, they will be able to improve their word spacing
skills. Although this thesis has many limitations, the teaching of word spacing
skills through the use of an online Korean dictionary, which is suggested in
this thesis, can boost the students’ word spacing skills, whose importance is

much disregarded in the current school curriculum.
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