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Abstract

Applying Jazz Accompaniments to the songs
from a Middle School Music Textbook

Park, Ja young
Department of Music Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women'’s University

The purpose of this study is to apply jazz style rhythms, harmony
and improvisation to piano accompaniment of songs from a school
textbook in order to expose students to new musical styles and stimulate
their interests. For these means, the history of jazz music is first
examined in order to gain an understanding of its artistic value, and
then musical characteristics of jazz which can be applied to the pieces in
textbooks are considered in detail. Afterwards, seven works were chosen
from a middle school music textbook to be re-harmonized. For each
work, an analysis of the original harmony, a re-harmonized score based
on jazz harmony, and a final version of the accompaniment part are

presented.
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It was decided that the following pieces were the most suitable for
re—harmonization into jazz harmony: Shubert’'s Lullaby, A Waiting
Heart, Doraji Taryung, Spring Song, Muss I Denn, When You and I
Were Young, Maggie, and Greensleeves. The following
re-harmonization techniques were applied: changing triad harmony into
7th Chord , applying primary triad substitute chords and secondary
dominant chords, changing V chord into ii-V patterns, and the addition
of extended chord. To illustrate this process, a music score with primary
triad, the re-harmonization, and scores employing ballad, jazz waltz,

bossa nova rhythm were submitted.

If the jazz music elements examined in this study are applied when
accompanying songs from school textbooks, students will have an
opportunity to experience jazz's unique musical characteristics, and their
creative growth can be supported by encountering the ways that
rhythms and harmonies interact and develop during improvisation. In
addition, students can better enjoy the songs in the textbook and take a

more active interest in music classes.
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