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ABSTRACT

A Qualitative Research of Social Studies
Teachers' Recognition in Middle school on

Multicultural Education

Kim, Min Young
Major in Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

Recently, as Korea has become a multi—ethnic and multi—cultural society,
the international marriage and the inflow of foreigners such as migrant
workers have been gradually on the increase. Thus, multicultural education,
in which people should acknowledge the values of diverse cultures and
pursue mutual understanding and co—existence, has become more important
in social studies teaching knowledge and values than ever before. In this
regard, this study was aimed to pay attention to and analyze teachers’
recognition and attitude towards multicultural education in actual
classrooms. The research questions for this objective were established as
below.

First, how have three social studies teachers in middle-school

understood the concepts of multicultural education?



Second, what implications have their perspectives had on both

multicultural education and civic education?

In order to be successful in multicultural education, the role of teachers
might be important in the classes where multicultural adolescents and
ordinary students would learn together. It could be investigated in terms of
the concept of educational gatekeeper in subject matter education because
the essence of educational curriculum has been largely influenced by
teachers’ and subjective perspectives and attitudes. Therefore, the
subjectivity in teachers’ recognition and practice in accordance with such a
gatekeeper—-centered roles could not be excluded in social studies classes
closely related to multicultural education.

In this aspect, this study selected three social studies teachers with
different backgrounds in major and looked closely into their perspectives on
multicultural education through a three-stage in-depth interview. As a
result, each of them had different perspectives on multicultural education,
which had something to do with their majors. However, the study found
out three common elements regarding their experiences of multicultural
education.

First, the experiences of their being exposed to the students from
multicultural families played a positive role in multicultural education.

Second, even if the students from multicultural families were the social
minorities, not all of them experienced a sense of alienation. Therefore, it
would be necessary to conduct multicultural education in consideration of
individual characteristics and cases.

Third, while the issue of multicultural education has been known to



everyone in ordinary schools, the responses of those who were concerned
were relatively passive. This could be also applied to the communication
between teachers.

Meanwhile, the study investigated the ethical parts in the qualitative
research of its process. However, various research according to the
establishment of multicultural education policies caused the adolescents
from multicultural families to have great identity confusion. It is expected
that teachers’ recognition and opinions from actual classes regarding
multicultural education will pave the way for the necessity of the interest
of teachers and students and the quest for new educational methods at

actual schools for appropriate multicultural education.
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gPHE AC (Academic achievement)
ZA | 54 J (Junior high school)
Qursl | o] tig 14 RF (Recognition for foreigners)
Ay oHE3} ofolo] thk AlAl MSA (Multicultural student for attention)
3F1 3 ] AA (Academic Achievements)
7} (AAA o) HE (Home Environment)
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tHi 3} o}o] MS (Multicultural Student)
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HEol m 214 RC (Recognition of Contact)
ZEAEAM Y 9T GK (Gatekeeper)
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