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ABSTRACT

A study on the ways to improve education of

appreciation in middle school art

Hye-mi Lee
Department of Art Education
The Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’s University

Our society is changing from the industrial society which aims for mass
production, into an information oriented society.

In an information oriented society where all kinds of information are
pouring out incessantly, the education for new science technology, and
cultural creation is required for developing individual’s talent and aptitude,
making them to think and act creatively and improving their ability of
critical thinking, rather than the cramming education which only focuses on
memorizing information.

The current curriculum of national art education consists of three parts;

experience, expression, and appreciation.

Therefore the even distribution of the curricular activities of these three



fields leads to accomplishing the proper education and then the aim of the

education.
Particularly in the field of appreciation, the education of criticism is vital.

For that, study in advance is needed to make textbooks for showing
materials, learn how to construct the activities for appreciation and

criticism, and what critical method should be selected, etc.

For these difficulties, at the school where I went for a trainee teacher,
most of art classes mainly focused on the expression activities, instead of

appreciation and criticism.

After the 2009 revision of art education curriculum, the field of art
appreciation is specifically divided into art history and art criticism so that
not only history, but also the activities of art criticism is emphasized
which can renew the structural perspective, nevertheless the art criticism

does not take much part in an art textbook and the school education field.

Realizing this problem, this study discuss the significance of
understanding and educating the appreciation and criticism through
document research, and suggest Feldman and Geahigan’s the most

commonly used method of criticism education.

This study also examines the role and necessity of the education of art
appreciation and criticism in middle school art education, how the education
of criticism is actually implemented in the education field by analyzing the

2009 revision art middle school curriculum textbooks including .

It also investigates the proportion of appreciation and the proportion of

criticism within the appreciation field, the contents of education and



activities.

Finally, this study confirms that the proportion of the appreciation field
in textbook is insuffictent and the education of criticism is not being
properly practiced, introducing art criticism theory of E. B. Feldman that is
realizable in school field, and suggesting active and interesting art

programme related with art museum field study.

Based on the method explained above, students will learn how to
appreciate and criticize the piece of art, and back in school, they would
learn more actively and practically by making and displaying their own
work in school and criticize each other's work through art criticism theory

of E. B. Feldman.

Art appreciation criticism class should break out of the theoretical and
cramming education of the past and the attitude of participating actively is

required.

I expect students will obtain critical thinking and aesthetic ability by
applying what they learn through art—criticism curriculum, and enjoy more

their life in modern era.
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