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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Content System in the Korean

Knowledge Area for Middle Schools

Pyo, Eun—ju

Major in Korean Language Education
Graduate School of Education
Sung—shin Women's University

In terms of a teaching—learning method, the seventh -curriculum
recommends inquiry learning for the Korean knowledge area. For this
reason, teachers should assist learners to solve a problem for themselves,
not encourage them to understand a learning task. To allow teachers to
perform their duties as assistants properly, it is necessary to construct
an object of inquiry, or contents of a textbook, so that it can fit learners'
level and learners can apply the existing contents and solve some
problems with a teacher's assistance. Since a textbook has been the most
fundamental in teaching and learning, minute analysis and review of a
textbook is an essential part to plan and implement efficient instruction.

Of course, a textbook is not absolute nor the only instructional material.



Still, as its curricular contents are very professional and abstract, a
Korean language textbook, which is the first—class textbook, should
faithfully reflect curricular objectives and contents to construct units and
provide appropriate instructional aids as a standardized teaching material
useful both for a teacher and a learner.

This study aimed at making a comparative analysis of the reflection of
the Korean knowledge area in a textbook for seventh—, eighth—, and
ninth—graders, or the middle school level, in order to find out problems
as a national common basic subject for the seventh Korean language
curriculum. To do this, the study examined Korean Language and Korean
Language in Practice, both of which are Korean language textbooks for
seventh— through ninth—graders, in order to see if the content system of
a textbook by school years and terms was based on prior learning to
extend and reinforce the learning and to make corrections if there was
no such basis.

For this purpose, Chapter II examined general characteristics of the
seventh curriculum to see if the content system of the Korean knowledge
area in a Korean language textbook fits a curricular spirit and examined
the reflection of the Korean knowledge area in the curriculum for middle
schools, which was the target of discussion. On this ground, Chapter I
identified problems of the content system of the Korean knowledge area
at the middle school level. That is, an attempt was made to examine unit
construction of a textbook by school years and to identify problems of
organic relations between the Korean knowledge area and other areas. In

addition, actual evaluation items were presented to indicate the burden



for learners as a problem. Chapter IV first presented conditions of the
content structure for knowledge about Korean language as a plan to
improve problems of the content system of the Korean knowledge area
and reconstructed the unit of the Korean knowledge area by areas and
school years. Besides, the reconstructed content system of knowledge
about Korean language was presented as an actual teaching—learning plan.

With formalized school education and large—size of schools, regardless
of regions, a textbook is now the strongest learning material to control
education all over the country, so that it is necessary to construct its
content system in pursuit of efficient learning. To do this, it is necessary
to construct a learning content system suitable for learners' prior learning
situations to provide a textbook consistent with the main direction of the
seventh curriculum which gives the first priority to learner—centered

education.
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