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Abstract

Research on Teaching—Learning Methods for the Subject of
Classical Chinese of Secondary Education

— Focusing on the Four Chinese Classics —

Heo Do Eun
Dept. of Chinese Classics

Graduate School of Sungshin Women's University

This study aims to propose teaching—learning methods which can allow a variety of
effective learning elements of the Four Chinese Classics included in the subject of
Classical Chinese recompiled according to the Amended Curriculum of 2009.

Chapter II considered the identity and directionality of education of classics by
inquiring about the guidelines of the education of classics included in the Amended
Curriculum of 2009. The result shows that the Curriculum pays attention to the
increase of critical thinking and the achievement of cultural education for students,
through the education of classics. Moreover, [ analyzed the classics included in the
current textbook of Classical Chinese of secondary education, dividing into four
categories of ‘entry frequency’, ‘learning objectives’, ‘“writing materials’ and
"teaching—learning activities’. Based on the research, I drew a conclusion that it is
necessary for the compilers to make efforts for even selection of writing materials, to
state concrete learning objectives for making the best of the learning elements included
in the classics, and to select writing materials with proper level of difficulty. Moreover,

it is required to realize learner—centered reading comprehension activities, and to



provide reading materials related to the teaching—learning activities and the classics
which appropriately apply the learning elements included in the classics.

Chapters III and IV, which belong to the key point of this study, proposed effective
teaching—learning methods for the Four Chinese Classics, in accordance with the
purpose and intent of the study.

Firstly, so as to foster a holistic cultured person based on the affective
characteristics and practicality as appeared in the classics, the following methods can be
conducted: i) It is by proceeding with interdisciplinary classes related to other subjects.
Considering the themes and attributes of the learning of the Four Chinese Classics, it is
proper to connect them with Korean, Career guidance, Ethics and Fine Arts. Therefore,
I introduced diverse connection plans with each subject mentioned. ii) The learning of
the Four Chinese Classics can contribute to achieving the cultural education. However,
if a writing material with outstanding thoughts and culture fails to evoke a bond of
sympathy with students, then the text becomes fully useless. For this reason, it is
essential for teachers to provide students with abundant examples in order to create a
bond of sympathy and motives for practice. For a direct method of cultural education,
it will be effective if teachers introduce traditional cultural heritage and the culture of
classical scholars rooted in Confucianism, by way of connecting them with some
associative sentences of the Four Chinese Classics.

Secondly, through the classes of the Four Chinese Classics, the typical rote learning
method can be avoided. They correspond to the following methods: i) There is a
teaching method that helps to improve the critical thinking and the power of logic.
Students can read and understand the Four Chinese Classics from critical perspective
and they can improve their power of logic and the critical thinking., For the effective
result, it is crucial to carry out discussions of values and essay writings. ii) The
learning of the Four Chinese Classics can contribute to achieving education balanced
among creativity, character and communication which are actually pursued by the
current education. As for creative education plans, they can comprehend different
methods, such as giving diverse annotations, inducing student—led interpretation,

recreating sentences of the Four Chinese Classics as commercial copies, and applying



mutual teacher—student ICT. As for character education plans, I introduced character
experience and practice checklist which are oriented to "beyond the classroom” and
"beyond the text". As for the communication education, this study concluded that the
communication with peer group is the most important type of many other
communications. Consequently, this study proposes the utilization of role play, plays
and games which can maximize the communication among students during the classes
of the Four Chinese Classics.

The Four Chinese Classics are timeless masterpieces loved by every one, in virtue of
their precious thoughts and character of the ancestors. However, in the actual chalkface
field, they are normally considered as ‘"something hard to learn" or "something
complicated to teach” for both students and teachers. In sum, this study started from
these problems of the reality. I hope that this study containing the proposal of effective

teaching methods for the Four Chinese Classics can somewhat contribute to improving

methods for those who are engaged in the educational circles of Classical Chinese.
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