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ABSTRCT

Analysis of National Examination for music teachers

Jae Yeon Kim
Major in Music Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

The purpose of this research is to determine the status of education of
Korean traditional music (gugak) by analyzing its use in test items in the
national teacher certification examination from 2005 to 2010. The number
of test items featuring excerpts from Korean traditional music appearing
each year was analyzed, and the sources of these excerpts were indexed,
with the goal of proposing improvements to such test items. The results
of the analysis and proposal for reform are presented.

First, an analysis was performed of the musical styles and time
periods that appeared on the examination. Among content that was
announced by the Ministry of Education Science and Technology prior to
the examination, 30 % to 35% of the test items in the music education
actually appeared on the exam, and 65% to 70% of the test items in
music actually appeared on the exam. Thus, it can be concluded that the
actual exam 1s relatively consistent with the content announced

beforehand, a positive trend that should continue.



Second, the proportion of test items related to Korean traditional
music ranged from 38.8% to 50%, or an average of 42.5%. It is essential
that the balance of Korean traditional music theory and Western music
theory appear in equal proportion, as to adequate emphasize the
importance of the former.

Third, test items on Korean traditional music were analyzed
according to Bloom's Taxonomy, revealing that the number of items that
focused on comprehension and application is gradually increased from
2005 to 2010. The ability to comprehensively evaluate several kinds of
information is an important skill. Rather than test items that require basic
knowledge or memory, it 1s important that items focusing on
comprehension and application, based on true understanding of theory,
continue to be developed and appear in examinations.

Fourth, it was found that from 2005 to 2010, the proportion of
test items related to Korean traditional music history and Korean
instruments appeared less frequently than items related to Korean
traditional music theory. Therefore, it is necessary that the exams not
focus too heavily on one area, but assess knowledge of Korean traditional
music in a well-rounded manner.

Fifth, it was found that year by year, there was an increasing
number of test items related to actual classroom practice. This change is
seen as a reflection of new trends in education, and this practice of
featuring practical test items with content that can actually be applied in
the classroom should continue.

Sixth, the sources of the excerpts of Korean traditional music

from the exam were analyzed, and it was found that pieces were sourced



not only from Korean traditional music textbooks, but from other books
on Korean traditional music. As a result, teaching candidates are required
to acquire a wide range of knowledge to prepare for the exam. In order
to raise the quality of future teachers, the selection of detailed and

concrete test items is a practice that should increase.

In order to assure that individuals of the highest quality are
selected to be teachers, the National for teachers Exam must be updated
to reflect the swift rate of change of modern society. It is important
continuously find problems and reform them as quickly as possible, with

constant efforts being made to study and develop expertise as educators.
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