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ABSTRACT

A Study on Depression of Middle Aged and Elderly Father
-The Effect of Perceived Solidarity

with Premarital Daughter on Middle Aged and Elderly Father-

Jang Hye Yeon
Dept. of Family Culture & Consumer Science
Graduate School

Sungshin Women's University

In this study. I examined the effect of perceived solidarity with
premarital daughter on Middle Aged and Elderly Father. It specifically
focused on how fathers’ perceived solidarity with their daughter influence
the level of depression. Based on the previous studies, this study
investigated solidarity involving 5 sub-categories of contactual solidarity,
affectional solidarity, functional solidarity A(helping a help), functional
solidarity B(receiving a help), agreement solidarity, by focusing on how
those factors influence the middle-aged and elderly father’s level of

depression.

This study tested solidarity, and CES-D among middle-aged and elderly
fathers analyzing 191 who have premarital daughters in their 20’s or 30’s

in the Seoul. Depression symptoms were measured by CES-D(Center for



Epidemiological Studies-Depression) scale which was designed to
measure symptoms of depression in the general population, not to
diagnose depression.

The results were analyzed using SPSS WIN 12.0, presenting frequencies,
percentages, t-test, ANOVA, Pearson’s correlation coefficient, hierarchical

regression analysis.

The major findings of this study are described as follows :

First, this study analyzed the general pattern of solidarity of the middle
aged and elderly father's perception with premarital daughter and
depression.

Among five sub-categories, all sub-categories of solidarity such as
solidarity by contact, helping, receiving a help, primary solidarity and
solidarity by affection was appeared slightly lower than medium value.
The value of contact solidarity was 10.91 (SD=3.11, value range 4720).
Solidarity by affection was 19.33, which was higher than the average
value.

Functional solidarity A(helping a help) was 12.73 (SD=3.00, value range
4720), and functional solidarity B(receiving a help) was 14.25 (SD=3.74,
value range 5725), which was 14.00point higher than the average value.
Agreement solidarity was 9.99 out of 15 (SD=2.49, value range 3715),
showing high agreement between the father and the daughter in their
values. The overall solidarity was 68.21 (SD=11.57, value range 227110),
which was lower than the half of the average value of 69.00. Depression

value was 35.41 (SD=7.94, value range 15760), which was higher than



the average value of 35.00.

Second, this study investigated the solidarity level regarding different
background variables. Contact solidarity was law when the fathers are in
their 50’s while it appeared higher when they are over 60’'s and
healthier. Functional solidarity A appeared higher when the fathers’
income was higher, when they were married, when they were healthier,
and when they had not yet retired. The group with an income of less
than 1 million won showed higher functional solidarity than the groups
with an income of 172 million won and 273 million one. Functional
solidarity B showed higher when they were over 60 and had once
retired. functional solidarity B was higher when they were healthier but
it showed no difference between groups. Agreement solidarity also
appeared higher. Overall solidarity value appeared lower when the fathers
were in their 50’s, while it appeared high when they were over 60,
healthy, and had never retired yet. Depression level showed higher when

they were not married and unhealthy.

Third, this study indicated that how the premarital daughter’s
background factors influence on father’'s perceived solidarity and the
level of depression. Functional solidarity A was higher when the fathers
had religion. Functional solidarity B was higher when they were older. It
was influenced the education level, but showed no difference between
groups. Moreover it was higher when their professions were
self-employers, technicians, or professionals, and their income was

higher. Agreement solidarity showed higher when they were over 30 and



had only one daughter.

Fourth, this study investigated the influential factors on the middle aged
and elderly father's depression level. The overall solidarity level was
highly influenced on the middle aged and elderly father's depression
level, and health, and the marital status are significantly related to on
the middle aged and elderly father's depression level. In other words,
depression level appeared high when their solidarity level was lower and

they were unhealthy or unmarried.

Based on the findings of the research, this study concluded that
father-daughter’s solidarity is a significant factor that relieves father’s
depression. The results of this study may help establish effective
supporting system for middle aged and elderly father through the

effective interaction between the fathers and daughters.
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