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ABSTRACT

Development of Clothing Design Applying

Traditional Chinese Patchwork

LI Min

Department of Clothing
Graduate School of
Sungshin University

Traditional Chinese patchwork is an excellent traditional Chinese
culture and a very important intangible cultural heritage of China, and it
has a long history and contains a deep cultural heritage. It is an
indispensable folk traditional handicraft with great regional
characteristics.And it occupies an important place in Chinese clothing and
household items and expresses people’s affinity toward life and nature in
its unique form.

This study found that traditional Chinese patchwork develops a
popular design incorporating the preferences of the modern younger
generation. The traditional Chinese patchwork is inherited in a modern
sense. This paper suggests the possibility of developing it as a
contemporaneous design, and proposes a design model framework
combining the extraction of design elements of traditional Chinese patch

work with product positioning analysis using data mining methods. The
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paper develops a study of traditional Chinese patchwork and draws the
following conclusions through field assessment,data and photo analysis.
Firstly, there are two main factors that gave rise to traditional
Chinese patchwork: economic factors and the social context. The former
factor was due to the lack of materials.And in terms of social
background, it was because of the prevalence of the ‘Nv Gong(4#[)
culture and the sense of thrift, and the fact that women in feudal society
were all good at making needlework and kept a strong sense of thrift.
The traditional Chinese patchwork appeared in the forementioned social
context. This paper classifies traditional Chinese patchwork according to
three different criteria: function, ethnicity and craft. According to
function, traditional Chinese patchwork can be divided into clothing and
daily necessities; according to ethnicity, it can be divided into Han folk
patchwork and ethnic minority folk patchwork; according to different
production craft, it can be divided into two categories: ‘patchwork’ and
‘mending’. Traditional Chinese patchwork has a unique cultural
connotation, which is mainly reflected in three aspects: it conveys the
simple and frugal concept of respecting nature and cherishing resources;
it expresses the maker’'s wish for good fortune and avoiding disasters;
and it consolidates the maker’'s expectation of a better life. This paper
extracted and sifted through both explicit and implicit elements, and
through research this paper extracted the explicit design elements that
best represent traditional Chinese patchwork culture: the morphological
elements and the colour elements. The morphological elements include

geometric forms, plant forms and animal forms.And the colour elements
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include that the colours used in traditional Chinese patchwork are
consistent with the ‘five colours’ of traditional Chinese culture.And the
colours used in traditional Chinese patchwork is bold, exaggerated,
enthusiastic and eye-catching, with a warm and cheerful emotion, and
highlight simplicity. The implicit design elements of traditional Chinese
patchwork can be divided into two aspects: folk customs and faith.The
folk design elements include ecological design and blessing;in faith,
reproductive and animal beliefs.

Secondly, in order to learn the specific target market, style and
product of patchwork products, this paper conducted data mining using
the Baidu Index platform and Python program. By using the keyword
“patchwork” as the search object on the platform and the search volume
from January 2021 to March 2022 as the basic data, the search trends,
consumption intentions, and people’s profiles were analyzed. And the age,
gender, region and other characteristics of the consumers searching for
“patchwork” and the changes in their preferences for patchwork products
in the recent year were observed. The study also analysed the sales data
and consumer reviews from Taobao, the most representative online
shopping platform for apparel products in China, using a Python program
to obtain consumers’ attention to product quality and product appearance.

Thirdly, Chinese traditional patch work is a product of regional and
ethnic culture and has its own uniqueness. Traditional Chinese
patchwork is a concentrated expression of the people’s wisdom, artisan
spirit, the concept of unity of Tian and human, respect for Tian and

things, and love of life, and is a rich intangible cultural heritage left to
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future generations . By combining the results of the extraction of
traditional Chinese patchwork design elements with the positioning of the
patchwork products analysed by big data, the design of traditional
Chinese patchwork products can be formed, and the cultural connotation
of the products can be enriched by applying the patchwork design
elements to modern clothing design. Using data mining methods to
design products that ordinary consumers favor and can afford.
Traditional Chinese patchwork is considered by the public to be an
intangible cultural heritage with future heritage value. Based on the
results of the data mining, and the external and internal design elements
extracted from the study of traditional Chinese patch work ,the design of
patch work products was accomplished. According to the results of the
big data analysis, the types of patch work products are decorative
paintings, tops and aprons. The keywords for the patch work products
are “loose, casual, trendy”, etc. The target consumer group is the young
generation in their 20s and 30s. For this reason, tops, aprons and
decorative paintings were selected, with stadium Jumpe, shirts and
sweatshirts, which are popular with young people, being chosen for the
tops. Six sweatshirts, four shirt designs, two stadium Jumpe, four apron
designs and two decorative painting designs,altogether 18 items, were
developed using the traditional patchwork designs. They were tried on
virtually by 3D-CLO Standalone to confirm the possibility of future

commercialisation.
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