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ABSTRACT

Analysis of Errors with Chinese Learners’ Uses of
Proposition Markers of Korean and Teaching Plans

- With a focus on proposition markers ‘©|/7}, ‘2/Z’ and ‘&/& -

Soyoung Park
Majoring in Korean Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women'’s University

The proposition markers of Korean are so difficult to use that
even native speakers of Korean often depend on their linguistic
insight, sense and experience. It's only predictable how much
difficulty and pressure foreign learners of Korean will have with
the proposition markers of Korean. In that sense, teachers and
instructors of Korean language most worry over the proposition
markers among the many different elements of grammar. Given
that there are a wide range of error types made by foreign
learners of Korean in regard to the proposition markers, it's
urgent to arrange them systematically and approach them
theoretically.

This study recognized that grammar skills were one of the
essential requirements for communication skills and tried to search
for the ways to teach the proposition marker, which are very

tricky grammatical morphemes of Korean, to foreign learners in a



more efficient and accurate manner. After collecting writings
written by Chinese learners and analyzing their errors with the
proposition marker of Korean, the investigator engaged in a
methodological discussion about how to approach and resolve
those errors on the field. Thus the purpose of this study was to
help Chinese learners of Korean understand the proposition
markers right and put them to use fluently.

Chapter I reviewed the goals of the study, the previous studies,
and methodology. Chapter II examined the theoretical aspects of
error analysis before entering the full-scale research stage.
Chapter III investigated how foreign learners of Korean used the
proposition markers of Korean during class and analyzed the
errors made by them. Chapter IV tried to come up with a
teaching method based on the error analysis results. And finally,
Chapter V presented the conclusion.

The results show that there was a certain flow in the learners’
errors and that they adopted different learning strategies to deal
with the proposition markers according to the learning stages.
The learners in the beginning level tried to understand the system
of the proposition markers of Korean and use them consciously.
Those in the intermediate level started to experience difficulties
with the diverse proposition markers from the grammar classes or
reading materials. And those in the advanced level tended to
intentionally omit the proposition markers.

The learners in the advanced level seem to know well what

proposition markers they had difficulty with and used wrongfully



and accordingly try to avoid them intentionally. Therefore, the
teachers and instructors of Korean language need to help them
arrange their error items and resolve them for themselves. The
teaching model for the nominative proposition marker, ‘©]/7}, and

’

the auxiliary proposition marker, ‘=/&, suggested in the study
turned out to have significant effects on the learners’ accurate
use of the proposition markers. If other teaching models are
developed based on the practical data derived from the field of

education, more significant results will be produced.
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