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ABSTRACT

The Case Analysis of Chinese Museum Educational
Programs

Wang JinKyung
Dept. of the History Education
Graduate School of education

Sungshin University

In the contemporary various and enlarged society, museum's openness to
the public and 1its educational functions are widely used and its
usefulness i1s still expected in the future. From collection,
preservation and exhibition of relics to the educational effect,
positive functions of museums and the attention to them have laid
foundations for the active studies on museums and museum education.

Chinese museums started with introduction of modern culture have gone
through changes over time. Unlike the previous exhibitions, which put
drumming the contents through the display of relics, basic function of
them, before everything, Chinese museums also want to communicate with
viewers in accordance with today's flow. The communication aims at the
understood China, and the exhibitions digest some of the aims. At this
point, this study tried to compare exhibitions at the National Museum
of China and Shanghai History Museum with those of the National Palace

Museum, in order to investigate the present of China and Taiwan.
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The reason this study compares cases of China and Taiwan is that as
two countries in the cross-straits relations have walked a totally
different path after modern times, very different and sensitive, 1t 1is
expected such aspect will be shown in the museum education as well.

The exhibition "The Way of Revival" held by the National Museum of
China shows China as the revival history, and positively explains the
aspect of the socialist state, the feature of Chinese government, from
their own viewpoints. Shanghai, the symbol of modernization, clearly
reveals the context of the city and the position of the Chinese
government through the Oriental Pearl TV Tower Exhibition Hall.

National Palace Museum of Taiwan also has its own context. The
Taiwanese government, which has the local characteristic that it is not
the Chinese continent but 1island, recalls and emphasizes valuable
relics of the traditional dynasties through the advanced display
technology. However, this is an identity identification of Taiwan based
on the sense of geographical alienation, which 1s very similar to
China.

At this point that today's worldwide stream of museums and the museum
education even leads to the questions of political and social natures
of museums, strengthening their own identities of China and Taiwan will
not be realized as they intend. Therefore, this problem will not be
resolved by the advance in the visual technology as now — grafting
technology on the exhibition technique, but they have to agonize it

from different angles.
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