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ABSTRACT

A Study on Chinese National Vocal Piano

Accompaniment

- A Case Study of Hu Tingjiang's Arrangements -

LI, Rui Qiang
Collaborative Piano Major
Department of Music
Graduate School of
Sungshin Women's

University

The development of Chinese ethnic vocal music and 1its piano
accompaniment has been propelled by a group of exceptionally talented,
responsible, and mission-driven artists actively engaging in global
cultural exchanges, thereby contributing to the brilliance of Chinese
ethnic vocal music and its accompaniment. This article elaborates on the
formation and development of Chinese ethnic vocal music, outlining its
overview and categorizing the types of piano accompaniment used. It
further details the two primary forms of piano accompaniment currently
prevalent in Chinese ethnic vocal music.

Focusing on the vocal works arranged by Hu Tingjiang, the study
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aims to analyze and summarize the artistic features of his piano
accompaniments. It seeks to unearth common patterns in Chinese ethnic
vocal music piano accompaniment, projecting future directions and
prospects under the influence of Hu Tingjiang’s contributions. The
article is structured into five chapters:

Chapter One introduces the research objectives, necessity, methods,
and content.

Chapter Two provides a background on Chinese ethnic vocal music,
tracing its development from the early 20th century through four
historical periods: the Seedling Period (1910-1929), the War Period
(1930-1949), the Development Period (1949-1976), and the Diversification
Period (1977-present). It also outlines the general characteristics of
Chinese ethnic vocal music and the categories of piano accompaniment.

Chapter Three focuses on Hu Tingjiang’'s biography and analyzes
fifty—four of his piano accompaniment arrangements. It summarizes the
musical characteristics of Hu Tingjiang’s vocal compositions,
emphasizing their high artistic quality, strong ethnic flavors, and
distinctive contemporary themes.

Chapter Four delves into detailed analyses of representative
arrangements by Hu Tingjiang, including adaptations of folk songs and
original compositions, examining aspects such as composition background,
structural forms, and lyrical content. It compares these works with their
original compositions and analyzes their piano accompaniment in terms of
harmonic and textural intricacies.

Chapter Five concludes with a comprehensive analysis of Hu
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Tingjiang’s piano accompaniment characteristics, categorized into three
types: Homeland Praise, Regional Customs, and Scenery and Sentiment.
It discusses various musical elements within each category, such as
dynamic preludes, symphonic textures, and ethnic rhythmic patterns.

This structured approach provides a thorough exploration of the
development and current state of Chinese ethnic vocal music and its
piano accompaniment, offering insights into future trends influenced by

the work of Hu Tingjiang.

Keyword: Chinese music, Chinese vocal accompaniment, Ethnic vocal

music, Hu Tingjiang
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