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ABSTRACT

Analysis on Activity of Politician in Illustration in

Social Studies Textbook for Middle & High schools

Choi, Eun-Yeong
Major in Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

This study deals with the activity types of politicians in illustrations of
social studies textbooks for middle and high schools. Most Korean
citizens are generally negative towards politics, such as regarding politics
as something irrelevant to themselves or being cynical towards it.
Middle and high school students, too, are generally uninterested towards
politics, possessing a generally negative recognition towards politics and
politicians. High school students’ lack of confidence towards politics is
somewhat fixated, leading to a high probability for them to grow into
citizens uninterested and cynical towards politics, which would ultimately
become an obstacle for the development of Korea’s politics. To reduce
the level of negative perception towards politicians, it 1S necessary to
implement objective school education towards politicians.

The reasons why current middle and high school students have a low
level of interest and trust towards politics and politicians can be found

in several forms, including the immoral actions of politicians and the
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concentrated media reports on such actions. Then, it is essential to
contemplate how politicians are portrayed in politics education conducted
at schools. This is because if politicians’ activities introduced in
textbooks are presented intensively on specific activities, this will lead to
the students developing awareness towards politicians regarding only
such specific activities.

Therefore, based on such problem awareness, the activity types of
politicians  (National Assembly members, President) depicted in
1llustrations of social studies and politics textbooks for the 7" educational
curriculum were classified and analyzed to derive the key study results
as follows.

Firstly, as a result of looking into the activity types of National
Assembly members, a high proportion of illustrations were relevant to
their in—House activities. In-House activities constituted for 66.9% of
illustrations, with it constituting 70.0% and 88.9% respectively in middle
school social studies textbooks and high school (10" grade) social studies
textbooks. Other activity types were negligently portrayed. As an
example, district were portrayed with the lowest rate of gravity. Related
illustrations in high school(10™ grade) social studies and politics
textbooks constituted for 5.9% and 1.9%6 respectively, did not appear in
other textbooks.

Secondly, as a result of looking into the activity types of the President,
all social studies textbooks were evidently portraying the President
largely proportionate to presidential activities as a national chief. In
particular, middle school social studies textbooks and high school (10™

grade) social studies textbooks, the common education course, presented
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only national chief activities, while entire neglecting administrative chief
activities.

The implications obtainable through the above results are as follows.
Firstly, illustrations of activity types of National Assembly members
were overall focused on in—House activities, which could refrain students
from becoming aware of out-House activities, such as district activities.
Therefore, social studies textbooks must endeavor to present a diversity
of 1llustrations on the activity types of Assembly members, and be
improved not to overly concentrate on specific activities.

Secondly, illustrations on the activity types of the President are overly
focused on the presidential activities as a national chief. Moreover, it
entirely neglects activities as an administrative chief in the common
education course. Illustrations on presidential activities are presented
overly on national chief activities, which may result in students not
recognizing the President as an administrative chief with equal status of
the National Assembly, and only as an image representing a nation.
Therefore, textbooks must be improved by presenting presidential

activities as an administrative chief in their illustrations.
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