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ABSTRACT

The Study on the Condition of Instrumental Music
Instruction in Middle and High Schools

Ye Rim, Han
Major in Music Education

Graduate School of

Sungshin University

This research is to study the condition of instrumental
music instruction based on a survey conducted among incumbent
music instructors in middle school and high school. On the
basis of this analysis, the study aims to suggest the ways in
which instructors design and manage well-balanced
instrumental music lessons.

A subject for inquiry was set under the following four
categories. First, what is the present state of instrumental
music area on middle school textbooks? Second, do instructors
carry sufficient performance ability? Third, how many musical
instruments are the schools in possession of for the educational
purpose? Forth, how are these musical instruments used in

class?
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For the inquiries to be answered, fifty-one schools were
selected in advance, throughout Seoul and Gyeonggi province,
and questionnaires were distributed to the incumbent music
teachers in those schools. Of the total, fifty-one
questionnaires were finally returned. The investigation period
was for about two weeks, from October 19th to November 2nd,
and fifty-one people were selected as targets for the study.
The results of the research are as follows:

First, in relation to textbook, seventeen textbooks out of
fifteen contained Sokum, Danso, and Guitar. In addition,
Recorder was found in ten textbooks, while Soribuk,
Harmonica, and Ukulele were rarely found. These differences
led to the palpable disparities not only in the number of pages
and etude assigned to each musical instrument, but also in the
availability of the performance methods of various musical
instruments. This deviation may reduce the chances for
students to experience various types of musical instrument
during class. That is, the class may teach readily accessible
instruments, such as Recorder, more frequently than others.
Therefore, the organization of textbooks needs adjustments.

Second, as a result of observing the dispersion of
instructors' major, it was revealed that a majority of them
majored in piano. A piano major consisted of 47.1% among the
entire teaching population, which was the highest, while there

was none who majored in a traditional musical instrument.
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Since, it could encourage some instructors to make use of
specific types of musical instruments during class, diverse
music majors need to be considered when hiring instructors.

Second, as a result of analyzing instructors' ability of
musical instrument performance, regular piano scored 4.2 out of
5.0, which was the highest. Then Digital piano (4.1) and
Recorder (4.0) followed next. In contrast, Sokum and Gayageum
were determined to be the least educated instrument among the
instructors. Therefore, not only should instructors put their
efforts in improving performance skills on their own, but also
the opportunity for musical instrument lessons, such as
seminars, must be expanded further at the same time.

Third, as a result of observing the possession of musical
instruments among the schools, Regular Piano was held in
fifty-one schools, while Sokum was only in three schools. Also
keyboard instrument was held in most schools while other
types of instrument were not. This shows the clear deviation
in the possession of musical instruments among the schools;
therefore, schools should try to be furnished with various types
of musical instruments for diverse instrumental teachings.

Forth, as a result of analyzing the usage rate of musical
instruments, Recorder(88.2%) and Danso(41.2%) ranked top in
terms of the rate of ownership among students. With regard to
the average class hours, piano and Ukulele had the longest

class hours at 21.6 and 12.0 hours respectively, while Pipette
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and Ukulele had the shortest at 2 and 1.6 hours respectively.
Therefore, schools should make the class of both least-owned
and hardly-accessible instruments, such as Gayaguem, available
to the students.

Furthermore, in correlation between performance ability
and the years of teaching experience, a high level of negative
relationship was shown between the ability of performing
Danso and the years of teaching experience. In addition to it, a
high level of positive relationship was shown between the
ability of performing Gayageum and the years of teaching
experience. Since this analysis shows no meaningful
relationship between the two, further education may be needed
for the instructors with longer years of teaching experience. In
addition, as a result of analyzing one-way ANOVA for the
comparison of the performance ability of musical instrument by
major, Ocarina, Regular Piano, and Digital Piano showed big
differences.

Post-investigation shows that the people with a piano or
musical composition major were better at performing Ocarina,
Regular Piano, and Digital Piano than those with vocal major.
However, other types of instrument showed negligible
differences throughout majors. Therefore, diverse majors should

be considered when hiring instructors as a way to promote the

diversity of instrumental music lessons.
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