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ABSTRACT

Development and Effect of Children’s Character Education

Program based on Thematic Dramatic Play

Cho, Yeon Kyoung
Department of Education
The Graduate School

Sungshinn Women's University

The purpose of this study is to develop an activity program for
thematic dramatic play for children’s character education and investigate
its effect on empathic ability and caring thinking by applying it to children
aged 5 years. For achieving this purpose, research questions were as

follows:

Research question 1. What are the components of children’s character
education program through thematic dramatic play?
1-1. What are the objectives and goals of children’s character
education program through thematic dramatic play?
1-2. What are the contents of children’s character education
program through thematic dramatic play?

1-3. What are the teaching-learning methods of children’s
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character education program through thematic dramatic
play?

1-4. How 1is the children’s character education program through
thematic dramatic play evaluated?

Research question 2. What are the effects of children’s character education
program through thematic dramatic play?

2-1. What are the effects of children’s character education
program through thematic dramatic play on the empathic
ability of children?

2-2. What are the effects of children’s character education
program through thematic dramatic play on the caring

thinking of children?

As a summary of the program structure, the education objectives, goals,
education contents, teaching-learning methods, and evaluation methods of
the program for children’s character education through thematic dramatic

play are as follows:

First, the purpose of the program for children’s character education
through thematic dramatic play is to help children develop good characters
where they respect, empathize and care themselves as well as others
through thematic dramatic play. The detailed goals for this purpose are to
help children 1) decenter and develop good characters through literary
imagination in the process of participating in thematic dramatic play and 2)

develop thinking to empathize and care by participating in the activities for
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character education through thematic dramatic play.

Second, picture books related to character were selected for the character
education in this program by including caring, respect, cooperation, order,
sharing and filial piety. The books were partly adapted to enhance the
understanding and interests for children.

Third, the teaching method of this program is divided into 6 stages: lst
stage - introduction of picture books and reminding of stories, 2nd stage -
replaying with the adapted fairy tales using media, 3rd stage - reminding
of the stories and sharing empathic conversation and caring thinking, 4th
stage - planning thematic dramatic play, 5th stage - doing thematic
dramatic play, 6th stage — wrapping up and evaluation. As for the role of
teachers who perform this program, the role as assistants to help children
voluntarily participate in thematic dramatic play was emphasized.

Fourth, the evaluation stage was divided into children’s self-evaluation

by story sharing and teachers’ self-evaluation by reflective journal writing.

In order to develop a program for children’s character education through
thematic dramatic play, a literature review was conducted on children’s
character education and thematic dramatic play, demands from the
education field were analyzed, picture books were selected for the contents
of character education, a draft program was developed, consultation was
undertaken with experts, and preliminary study was carried out before the
final program was developed.

To examine the effect of children’s character education through thematic
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dramatic play, an experimental study was conducted with a total of 50
children aged 5 years (the experimental group: 25 children, the comparison
group: 25 children) from 2 classes of E Kindergarten and Y Kindergarten,
both public, in a S City. For the experimental group, thematic dramatic
play was performed with life themes using fairy tales including the
character concepts of caring, respect, sharing, order, cooperation and filial
piety, while for the comparison group, character education was provided
with life themes. For the program of children’s character education through
thematic dramatic play, a total of 38 sessions were completed with the
children in the experimental group for 16 weeks from August 20, 2015 to
December 24, 2015. Research tools consist of 52 questions, including a
research tool for the empathic ability of children (14 questions) and a
research tool for caring thinking (38 questions). After applying this
program, the test for children’s character education by Kim (2014) was
used to examine the effect of children’s empathic ability, while the
observation indicator by Lee (2007) was employed to measure the caring
thinking of children. For data analysis, an independent samples t-test was
conducted for empathic ability and caring thinking with pre- and post

means of each group, using SPSS (20.0).

The results of applying the children’s character education program

through thematic dramatic play and its effects are as [ollows.

First, as for the effect of children’s character education through thematic
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dramatic play on the empathic ability of children, the empathic ability of
children in the experimental group was statistically significant compared to
that of the comparison group. In the test for reacting to sadness,
psychological burden, joy and anxiety, which are the sub-categories of
empathic ability, the experimental group showed higher mean scores than
the comparison group, and the difference was statistically significant.
Second, regarding the effect of children’s character education through
thematic dramatic play on caring thinking of children, it was found that
caring thinking of the experimental group was significantly higher than
that of the control group. In addition, the experimental group showed
higher mean scores than the comparison group in the areas of
'appreciative thinking,” 'normative thinking,” ’affective thinking,” 'empathic
thinking’ and ’active thinking,” which are the sub-categories of caring

thinking of children, and the difference was statistically significant.

In conclusion, it was suggested that the children’s character education
program through thematic dramatic play has a positive effect on children
as a play to develop good characters, build a sense of community with

others and develop empathic ability and caring thinking.
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