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ABSTRACT

Correlation between Attention and

Ability to Imitate Rhythm

Hong, Seongmin
Department of Music Therapy
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

The purpose of this study was to investigate correlation between
attention and the ability to imitate rhythm. The research participants
were 30 non-musicians residing in capital area, especially who did not
specialize in music and were not engaged in the music industry. The
research was conducted from July 2™ to September 23 in 2017 and
three tests such as Frankfurter Aufmerksamkeits-Inventar(FAIR) Test,
sustained rhythm imitation and selective rhythm imitation were
conducted to examine the attention and ability to imitate rhythm of the
research participants. The collected data was analysed through Multiple
Regression Analysis and Pearson’s Correlation Analysis by using SPSS
22.0.

The analysis on the correlation between attention and ability to imitate

rhythm showed that sustained attention was significantly, positively

_51_



correlated with sustained imitation score(p<.01) and selective imitation
score(p<.01) but negatively correlated with invalid playing score(p<.01).
While the selective attention was significantly, positively related with
selective imitation score(p<.01) and sustained imitation score(p<.01) and
had significant negative correlation with invalid playing score(p<.01), the
divided attention was significantly, positively related with sustained
imitation score(p<.05). However, the results of multiple regression
analysis on the attention and ability to imitate rhythm discovered that
sustained attention, selective attention and divided attention were most
affected by sustained imitation score(S=.42, p<.05), selective imitation
score(B=45 p<.05) and sustained imitation score(B=.39, p<.05)
respectively. The findings indicated that the rhythm imitation program
which was designed according to the attention elements could improve

the attention elements.
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